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Disclaimer 
 

THIS IS NOT A PRODUCT SPECIFICATION. 

This document supports the release of Windows VistaÊ. 

Information in this document, including URL and other Internet website references, is subject to 

change without notice. Unless otherwise noted, the companies, organizations, products, domain 

names, email addresses, logos, people, places, and events depicted in examples herein are 

fictitious. No association with any real company, organization, product, domain name, email 

address, logo, person, place, or event is intended or should be inferred. Complying with all 

applicable copyright laws is the responsibility of the user.  Microsoft®  grants you the right to 

reproduce this guide, in whole or in part. 

Microsoft may have patents, patent applications, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual 

property rights covering subject matter in this document. Except as expressly provided in any 

written license agreement from Microsoft, the furnishing of this document does not give you any 

license to these patents, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property. 

© 2008 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Microsoft® , Active Directory® , ActiveSync® , ActiveX® , Windows AeroÊ,Windows BitLockerÊ, 

CandaraÊ, ClearType® , ConstantiaÊ, DirectX® , Microsoft Office Excel® , Forefrontã, HotStartÊ, 

Windows Internet Explorer® , Windows® 2000, Windows® XP, MS-DOS® , MSN® , Windows 

LiveÊOneCareÊ, Microsoft Office OneNote® , Microsoft Office Outlook® , Microsoft Office 

PowerPoint® , Windows ReadyBoostÊ, Windows ReadyDriveÊ, Microsoft Office SharePoint® , 

Windows SideShowÊ, SQL Server® , Windows SuperFetchÊ, Visual Studio® , Win32® , Windows® , 

the Windows logo® , Windows CardSpaceÊ, Windows Media® , Windows Mobile® , Windows 

NT® , Windows Server® , Windows Server System, Windows Vista® , and Xbox 360Ê are either 

registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other 

countries. 

All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. 
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The Windows Vista Product Guide provides a comprehensive overview of 

the innovative features and functions that make Windows Vista the next-

generation Windows operating system and successor to Windows XP. This 

guide also provides information about the benefits Windows Vista offers 

diverse users, as well as information about the different editions (SKUs, or 

stock-keeping units) available. For a version history of this guide, 

download the Windows Vista Product Guide Updates from the Microsoft 

Download Center at http://www.microsoft.com/downloads . 

 



 

Windows Vista Product Guide 

Contents 
 

Disclaimer .........................................................................................................................................................1 
Contents ............................................................................................................................................................3 

Section 1: Introduction to Windows  Vista 5 

Section 2: Editions of Windows  Vista 6 

2.01 Editions of Windows Vista  ..............................................................................................................7 
2.02 Windows Vista Editions Feature Table ................................................................................... 17 

Section 3: For All Users 22 

3.01 First Experience ................................................................................................................................. 24 
3.02 Windows Easy Transfer ................................................................................................................. 25 
3.03 Windows Experience Index ......................................................................................................... 27 
3.04 User Interface: Navigation and Ease of Use ........................................................................ 28 
3.05 User Experience: Search and Organization .......................................................................... 46 
3.06 Windows Sidebar and Gadgets ................................................................................................. 54 
3.07 Windows Internet Explorer 7  ..................................................................................................... 55 
3.08 Security ................................................................................................................................................. 74 
3.09 Windows Defender  ......................................................................................................................... 84 
3.10 Windows Backup and Restore ................................................................................................... 89 
3.11 Performance ....................................................................................................................................... 94 
3.12 Network ing  ...................................................................................................................................... 100 
3.13 Mobile PC ......................................................................................................................................... 104 
3.14 Tablet PC ........................................................................................................................................... 109 
3.15 Windows SideShow ...................................................................................................................... 115 
3.16 Sync Center ...................................................................................................................................... 118 
3.17 Printing  .............................................................................................................................................. 119 
3.18 Device Experience......................................................................................................................... 122 
3.19 Windows Speech Recognition  ................................................................................................ 125 
3.20 Help and Support  ......................................................................................................................... 127 
3.21 Accessibility ..................................................................................................................................... 130 
3.22 Windows Update  .......................................................................................................................... 135 
3.23 The Genuine Windows Vista Experience ........................................................................... 137 

Section 4: For Home Users 139 

4.01 Home User Introduction  ........................................................................................................... 141 
4.02 Parental Controls Settings ........................................................................................................ 143 
4.03 Windows Media Player  .............................................................................................................. 147 
4.04 Windows Media Center  ............................................................................................................. 153 
4.05 Audio  .................................................................................................................................................. 171 
4.06 Windows Photo Gallery  ............................................................................................................. 176 
4.07 Windows Movie Maker  .............................................................................................................. 186 
4.08 Windows DVD Maker .................................................................................................................. 188 
4.09 Windows Games ............................................................................................................................ 191 
4.10 Windows Mail  ................................................................................................................................. 197 
4.11 Windows Calendar ....................................................................................................................... 199 

Section 5: For Business Users 202 

5.01 Business User Introduction....................................................................................................... 203 



 

Windows Vista Product Guide 

5.02 XPS Documents ............................................................................................................................. 204 
5.03 Windows Meeting Space ........................................................................................................... 207 
5.04 Sharing ............................................................................................................................................... 211 
5.05 Corporate Roaming  ..................................................................................................................... 213 
5.06 Offline Files and Folders ............................................................................................................ 216 
5.07 Remote Access ............................................................................................................................... 217 
5.08 Windows Fax and Scan ............................................................................................................... 219 
5.09 Small Business Resources .......................................................................................................... 222 

Section 6: For IT Professionals 224 

6.01 IT Professional Introduction  .................................................................................................... 225 
6.02 Deployment  ..................................................................................................................................... 227 
6.03 Application Compatibility  ......................................................................................................... 233 
6.04 Management  ................................................................................................................................... 242 
6.05 Advanced Security  ........................................................................................................................ 247 
6.06 Advanced Networking  ............................................................................................................... 257 
6.07 Reliability  .......................................................................................................................................... 266 
6.08 Hardware and Device Experience ......................................................................................... 274 
6.09 .NET Framework 3.0 ..................................................................................................................... 278 

Section 7: Appendix  282 

7.01 Windows Vista vs. Windows XP ............................................................................................. 283 
7.02 Windows Vista + 2007 Office System ................................................................................. 287 
7.03 Windows Vista + 2007 Office System Feature Integration  ....................................... 293 
7.04 Desktop Optimization Package for Software Assurance ............................................ 296 
7.05 Hardware and Software Certification Programs  ............................................................ 299 
7.06 Recommended System Requirements ................................................................................ 305 
7.07 Windows Vista Service Pack 1 ................................................................................................. 306 

Detailed Table of Contents  323 



 5 

Windows Vista Product Guide 

Section 1: Introduction to Windows Vista 
 

Windows  Vista brings clarity to your world so you can focus  
on what matters most to you  

Today's digital world is both exciting and at times overwhelming. Although t he tools for 

managing digital information  have grown in capability and richness, they still require you 

to invest a significant amount of time learning how to use them. And the exciting 

possibilities technology brings to life are sometimes overshadowed by the frustrations. For 

example, you need to manually organize your information into folders and use naming 

conventions that the PC understands. Windows Vista is different. It puts you at the center 

and adapts to your needs, rather than the other way around. Plus a lineup of products 

designed with the distinct needs of key audiences in mindñgeneral users, small 

businesses, and medium and large organizationsñensures that there is a product that 

meets the needs of you or your organization. 

For general users, Windows Vista makes it easier, safer, and more entertaining to use your 

PC virtually anytime and anywhere. It lets you get things done and get on with life by 

making it easier and faster than ever to find, use, manage, and share information on a PC 

or on the Web. The security and health of your PC is automated with features such as 

Windows®  Defender that protect you against pop -ups, slow performance, and security 

threads caused by spyware or other unwanted software. Windows Media Center expands 

your ability to enjoy and share your television, photos, music, and gamesñin your living 

room or around your houseñall with the click of a remote control. And you can take it all 

with youñyouõre free to enjoy your entertainment and connect and share information 

with friends or family on the go.  

For businesses, Windows Vista helps ensure that your companyõs PCs are more secure, 

reliable, and low-cost to deploy and manage. Itõs built from the ground up for enhanced 

security and the new security features further protect information-based businesses from 

unauthorized, accidental, and intentional misuse of intellectual property. This reduces the 

time and expense associated with enforcing policies and recovering from violations. 

Windows Vista also helps your organizationõs efficiency by letting your users find, 

organize, and share information effectively and connect to people, information , and 

devices virtually anytime, anywhere.  
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Section 2: Editions of Windows Vista  
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2.01 Editions of Windows Vista  
 

Because different kinds of computer users need different features in their operating 

system, Microsoft offers multiple editions of Windows Vista, each oriented to the needs of 

specific types of customers. 

With Windows XP® , Microsoft offered six editions: Home Edition, Media Center Edition, 

Professional, Tablet PC Edition, Professional x64 Edition and, in selected emerging markets, 

Starter Edition. Windows XP Home Edition and Windows XP Professional targeted the 

needs of specific types of customers, while the other editions aligned with specific PC 

hardware configurations. 

The different editions of Windows Vista are optimized around key audiencesñconsumers, 

small businesses, and medium and large organizationsñand usage scenarios within each 

of these segments. The main goal of the Windows Vista lineup is to more closely align the 

product offerings with customer demand, rather than forcing customers to make t radeoffs 

between functionality and form factors. Now, for each major customer segmentñ

consumer, small business, and medium and large businessñMicrosoft offers at least one 

entry-level edition and a premium edition.  

For consumers in developed markets, Windows Vista Home Basic is the entry-level edition 

and Windows Vista Home Premium is the more fullfeatured, mainstream edition. 

Windows Vista Business is the mainstream SKU for businesses of all sizes. Windows Vista 

Enterprise is the premium business SKU, focusing on the needs of organizations with 

global, highly complex IT infrastructures. Windows Vista Enterprise is available only to 

organizations with desktops covered by Software Assurance agreements or with a 

Microsoft Enterprise Agreement that includes the Windows desktop component. 

For the most demanding consumer and small business users who want to take advantage 

of every available feature in Windows Vista, Microsoft offers Windows Vista Ultimate, 

which includes all operating system features available across all customer segments. While 

Windows Vista Ultimate is a valuable offering for a wide variety of customers, the most 

significant customer audience is the òdual useróñthe person who wants to have a single 

PC for both  work and personal activities including digital entertainment . Small business 

users might also choose it for the advanced data protection capabilities of Windows 

BitLockerÊ Drive Encryption. 

A goal of the Windows Vista SKU strategy is to make key technologies more broadly 

available. For example, Windows Media Center, a separate product edition of Windows XP, 

is now included as functionality in the Home Premium and Ultimate editions of Windows 

Vista. And Tablet PC, also a separate Windows XP edition, is now included as a capability 

in the Windows Vista Home Premium, Business, Enterprise, and Ultimate editions. One 

more example is 64-bit computing ñwith Windows Vista, you no longer need to choose 

between 32-bit and 64-bit versions. Both versions are available with every product edition 

except Windows Vista Starter. 
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The following are summaries of each SKU. 

CONSUMER SKUs 

 

 

Windows Vista Home BasicñA world above and beyond Windows XP. 

Highlights include: 

¶ Instant Search 

¶ Windows Photo Gallery 

¶ Windows Easy Transfer 

¶ Windows® Internet Explorer®  7 

¶ Windows Defender 

Windows Vista Home Basic is the safer and easier Windows operating system for your basic 

home computing needsñfrom viewing photos to writing email and browsing the Internet. 

Compared to Windows XP, it is easier to set up and maintain, enables you to quickly find almost 

everything on your PC and the Internet, and provides more safety and security than any 

previous version of Windows. And like all editions of Windows Vista, it is compatible with the 

widest range of software, devices, and services that you use and trust. 
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Windows Vista Home Premiumñeasier, safer, and the best in entertainmentñat home 

and on the go. 

It includes all features available in Windows Vista Home Basic, plus: 

¶ Windows Media Center 

¶ Windows AeroÊ user experience 

¶ Windows DVD Maker 

¶ Scheduled and Network Backup 

¶ Next Generation Gaming support 

¶ Tablet (Pen) and Touch support 

Windows Vista Home Premium is the preferred edition of Windows Vista for home desktop and 

mobile PCs. Youõll see the difference with a breakthrough design, easy-to-use search and 

organization tools, and a safer online experience. The built-in Windows Media Center and new 

mobility features give you more ways to enjoy your favorite digital entertainment at home or on 

the go. And like all editions of Windows Vista, it is compatible with the widest range of software, 

devices, and services that you use and trust. 

 

 

 

Windows Vista Ultimate is the flagship edition of Windows Vista across consumer and 

small business desktop PCs and mobile PCs. The primary user of Windows Vista Ultimate is 

the individual, such as a small business owner, who has a single PC to use both at home 

and at work. This edition includes all of the features available in Windows Vista Home 

Premium and Windows Vista Enterprise. 

Windows Vista Ultimate is the first operating system that combines the advanced infrastructure 

of a business-focused operating system, the productivity of a mobility-focused operating system, 

and the digital entertainment features of a consumer-focused operating system. For users who 

want their PC to be great for working at home, on the go, and at the office, Windows Vista 

Ultimate is the no-compromise operating system that provides it all. 
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BUSINESS SKUs 

 

 

Windows Vista Business is the primary edition of Windows Vista for business desktop and 

mobile PCs. This offering crosses the small business, mid-sized business, and enterprise 

segments. This edition includes all the features available in Windows Vista Home Basic 

(with the exception of a small number of entertainment features), plus: 

¶ Windows Aero user interface 

¶ Windows Tablet PC capability 

¶ Backup and Restore capability such as Complete PC Backup and Automatic File 

back up as well as Shadow Copy Backup 

¶ Core business features such as Domain Join, Group Policy support, and Encrypting 

File System 

¶ Small businessðspecific features such as Fax and Scan and Small Business 

Resources 

For small businesses, Windows Vista Business helps keep PCs running smoothly and securely, 

with less reliance on dedicated IT support. For larger organizations, Windows Vista Business 

provides dramatic new infrastructure improvements, enabling IT staff to spend more time 

adding strategic value to the business. Windows Vista Business also offers powerful new ways to 

organize, find, and share information, while helping people stay better connected in the office 

and on the road.  

 

Business SKUs for Software Assurance Customers 

Software Assurance customers receive the following benefits: 

¶ Upgrade rights for future versions of Windows 

¶ Rights to Windows Vista Enterprise or Windows Vista Ultimate 

¶ Rights to Windows fundamentals for legacy PCs 

¶ Purchase rights for the Desktop Optimization Pack 
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Windows Vista Enterprise is the premium edition of Windows Vista for business desktop 

and mobile PCs. This offering is available only to customers who have their PCs covered by 

a Microsoft Software Assurance agreement. In addition to including all of the features 

available in Windows Vista Business, highlights of this edition include: 

¶ Windows BitLocker Drive Encryption 

¶ All worldwide interface languages 

¶ Licensing rights to four virtual operating systems 

¶ Subsystem for UNIX-based Applications (SUA) 

Windows Vista Enterprise is designed for large enterprises and organizations with complex desktop 

infrastructures. It helps reduce the cost and complexity of deploying and managing PCs, improves 

reliability and security, and makes it easier to comply with information policies. Windows Vista 

Enterprise also increases information worker productivity and enables mobile users to stay better 

connected with customers, partners, and their business in the office or on the road. 

 

 

 

Microsoft Desktop Optimization Pack for Software Assurance is a dynamic desktop 

solution available to Software Assurance customers, which reduces application 

deployment costs, enables delivery of applications as services, and allows for better 

management and control of enterprise desktop environments. 

¶ Advanced application virtualization 

¶ Advanced group policies 

¶ Advanced troubleshooting tools 

¶ Advanced asset management 

¶ Advanced desktop error monitoring  

 

 
To learn more 

about the 

Desktop 

Optimization 

Package, 

please turn to 

7.04: Desktop 

Optimization 

Package for 

Software 

Assurance on 

page 295. 
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CONSUMER SKU FOR EMERGING MARKETS 

 

 

Windows Vista Starter is designed to empower families and entry-level users in selected 

emerging markets to take advantage of the social and educational benefits of personal 

computer technology and the Internet. Highlights of this edition include:  

¶ Advances in security and reliability  

¶ Search and Organize innovations  

¶ Windows Vista Basic user interface 

¶ 32-bit only operating system designed specifically for lower-cost computers 

Windows Vista Starter helps families in emerging technology countries be more successful by 

providing an affordable, easy-to-learn, and easy-to-use computing experience. It is compatible 

with the latest applications and devices and offers the reliability and security of the Windows 

Vista family of products. 
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Summary 

 

The following table summarizes the SKUs by customer segment: 

 

  


