
LICENSING RULES:  Every running instance of the server software may only run on an already licensed server. Every user or device that directly or indirectly accesses or uses 
instances of the Windows Server 2008 server software requires the purchase of a Windows Server 2008 Client Access License (Windows Server CAL) . A Terminal Services 2008 CAL is 
required, in addition to a Windows Server 2008 CAL, to use the Terminal Services functionality of the server software. Similarly, a Rights Management Services (RMS) 2008 CAL is 
required, in addition to a Windows Server 2008 CAL, to use the Rights Management Services functionality of the server software. An External Connector license can be acquired for 
external users’ access in lieu of individual CALs.

For more detailed information regarding Windows Server 2008 licensing and pricing please visit:
External: http://www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2008
Internal:   http://2008launchwave/pages/licensing_ws08.aspx
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You may run one instance of the server 

software in the physical operating system

environment (POSE) and one instance of the 

server software in a virtual operating system 

environment (VOSE) When running both 

instances, the instance of the server software 

running in the POSE may only be used to 

manage and service the operating system 

environments on the server. You may move 

instances of the server software to a server 

that is already properly licensed to support 
such added instance(s).

You may run one instance of the server 

software in the POSE and up to four 

instances of the server software in VOSEs. 

When running all five instances, the 

instance of the server software running in 

the POSE may only be used to manage 

and service the operating system 

environments on the server. You may 

move instances of the server software to 

a server that is already properly licensed 

to support such added instance(s).

You may move as many

virtual instances of Windows Server 

software to a server running Windows 

Server 2008 Datacenter or Windows Server 

2008 for Itanium-Based Systems and not 

have to be concerned about the number of 

running virtual instances. For Volume 

License customers, the actual license may 

also be reassigned to another server every 

90 days.

Single purpose Web server software

Only for deploying Web pages, Web 

applications, Web services, Web sites, 

and POP3 mail serving

Server license only; and no CALs 

required

Now allows any type of database on 

the server with no limit on the number 

of supported users

Must be front-end server and 

Internet-accessible

Targeted for specific workloads; 

line of business applications, 

custom applications, and scale-up 

database workloads

Same license terms as 

Datacenter

Same price as Datacenter


