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Abstract  

This Reviewer's Guide provides a detailed overview of the features and functionality of 

the Windows® Home Server software.  
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The information contained in this document represents the current view of Microsoft Corporation on the issues 

discussed as of the date of publication.  Because Microsoft must respond to changing market conditions, it 

should not be interpreted to be a commitment on the part of Microsoft, and Microsoft cannot guarantee the 

accuracy of any information presented after the date of publication. 

This White Paper is for informational purposes only.  MICROSOFT MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS, 

IMPLIED OR STATUTORY, AS TO THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT. 

Complying with all applicable copyright laws is the responsibility of the user.  Without limiting the rights under 

copyright, no part of this document may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or 

transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise), or for 

any purpose, without the express written permission of Microsoft Corporation.  

Microsoft may have patents, patent applications, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property rights 

covering subject matter in this document.  Except as expressly provided in any written license agreement from 

Microsoft, the furnishing of this document does not give you any license to these patents, trademarks, 

copyrights, or other intellectual property. 

Unless otherwise noted, the companies, organizations, products, domain names, e-mail addresses, logos, 

people, places, and events depicted in examples herein are fictitious.  No association with any real company, 

organization, product, domain name, e-mail address, logo, person, place, or event is intended or should be 
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Introduction 

Windows® Home Server helps families simplify the way they keep and share their 

documents, photos, videos, and music. Windows® Home Server brings it all together for 

families with multiple personal computers.and music. 

Protect 

Windows Home Server automatically backs up your home computers.  Computers and 

individual files can be easily restored. Additionally, computer health monitoring allows 

you to see the health of computers running Windows Vista® in your home. You will 

know if your anti-virus programs and other system software are up-to-date. 

Connect 

Every member of the family can access what they need on the home server from 

another computer in the house. You can also share information with faraway friends 

and family through a personalized Web address, or access your own files from a 

computer with a Web browser ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

Organize 

Your family photos, videos and music, and other important documents are together in 

one central place. Folders can be created by subject or topic, so your family can stay 

organized and up-to-date. 

Grow 

You can simply connect a new hard drive to Windows Home Server as your storage 

needs increase. Also, application developers can create innovative Windows Home 

Server Add-Ins to expand the functionality of your home server. For example, Add-ins 

can be created for home automation, home webcams, media sharing, and home 

security solutions, Windows Home Server will be part of the family todayτand in the 

future. 
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Windows Home Server is simple to set up and easy to use. It provides a reliable, familiar 

way ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǊƻƻƳ ƻǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

country. 

The Windows Home Server Getting Started Guide provides the following information: 

¶ Before you Begin 

o System Requirements 

o Network Requirements 

o Supported Operating Systems for Home Computers 

¶ Setup 

o Windows Home Server Setup 

o Windows Home Server Connector Software 

¶ Quick Configuration 

o User Accounts 

o Shared Folders 

o Computer Backups 

o Server Storage 

o Windows Home Server Settings 

¶ Troubleshooting 

¶ Product Support 

 

Also, please refer to the Windows Home Server help files for additional details on the 

features and functionality of Windows Home Server. 
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Windows Home Server Product Features 

Home Computer Backup and Restore 
Windows Home Server will automatically back up your home computers to the home 

server and allow you to easily restore the entire computer or an individual file or folder 

to a previous point in time. The Windows Home Server Backup solution uses an 

innovative method to back up only the data that has not already been backed up before.  

Even if you have several copies of the same data on different computers, the data is 

backed up only once on your home server and your home server keeps track of what 

data was stored on each home computer on each day.  This makes it very efficient in 

terms of the time it takes for backups to complete and also the amount of space that is 

used on your home server.  

 

Figure 1: Computers & Backup tab in Windows Home Server Console 
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¶ Automated Daily Backup of your Home Computers 

 Computer backups are automatically configured when you install the Windows 

Home Server Connector software on your computers. Backup is performed on a 

daily basis for every configured computer.  

¶ Restore an Entire Home Computer 

 Restoring a home computer to a previous point in time is easy. If you want to 

restore your computer to a previous point in time, you boot the home computer 

from the Home Computer Restore CD.  The computer will connect to your home 

server and provide a simple wizard for restoring a single hard drive or multiple hard 

drives from a backup of that computer that is stored on your home server.  

¶ Restore Individual Files and Folders 

 You can also restore individual files or folders by selecting a home computer and a 

specific backup of that computer from the Windows Home Server Console 

application.  A Windows Explorer window is displayed with the files and folders that 

were backed up for that computer on that day.  You can easily drag and drop 

individual files or entire folders from this Windows Explorer window and store them 

on your Windows Desktop or another location on your home computer. 

Figure 2:  Backup Settings 
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Shared Folders and Server Storage 
Windows Home Server Drive Extender is a revolutionary new storage technology that 

enables you to use internal and/or external hard drives of varying sizes for additional 

storage on your home server.  In addition, the person who administers Windows Home 

Server can enable Folder Duplication for specific Shared Folders on their home server, 

so two copies of a shared folder exist.  

 

¶ Pre-Defined Shared Folders 

 Your home server is pre-configured with the following shared folders:  Photos, 

Music, Videos, Public, and Software.   From the Windows Home Server Console you 

can specify the user permissions for these folders and create any number of new 

shared folders.   

 

Figure 3:  Shared Folders tab in Windows Home Server Console 


