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Important Notice  

General Disclaimer  
The contents of this document are subject to change without notice; therefore, the information presented 

herein shall not be construed as a commitment or warranty. Microsoft shall not be liable for any technical 

or editorial errors or omissions contained herein or for incidental or consequential damages resulting from 

the performance, furnishing, reliance on, or use of this material. 

Patents 
Certain software described in this document is protected by issued and pending U.S. and foreign patents. 

Microsoft, The SoftGrid Desktop, SoftGrid, SystemGuard, Virtual Application Services, Virtual Application 

Server, Application Management Lifecycle, Application Management for the Always-On Enterprise, and 

Take Control of Your Software are registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Other 

company, brand and product names are the property of their respective owners. 

Copyright  
The information contained in this document represents the current view of Microsoft Corporation on the 

issues discussed as of the date of publication. Because Microsoft must respond to changing market 

conditions, it should not be interpreted to be a commitment on the part of Microsoft, and Microsoft cannot 

guarantee the accuracy of any information presented after the date of publication. 

This document is for informational purposes only. MICROSOFT MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS, 

IMPLIED OR STATUTORY, AS TO THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT. 

Complying with all applicable copyright laws is the responsibility of the user. Without limiting the rights 

under copyright, no part of this document may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval 

system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or 

otherwise), or for any purpose, without the express written permission of Microsoft Corporation. Microsoft 

may have patents, patent applications, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property rights 

covering subject matter in this document. Except as expressly provided in any written license agreement 

from Microsoft, the furnishing of this document does not give you any license to these patents, 

trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property. 

Copyright © 2008 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Microsoft, MS-DOS, Windows, Windows Server, Windows Vista, Active Directory, SoftGrid, Windows 

2000, Windows NT 4, Windows Server 2003, Windows XP, and SQL Server are either registered 

trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. 
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Introduction to the MCS Sequencing Guide 
Properly sequencing applications is the key to a successful Microsoft SoftGrid Application Virtualizaiton 

implementation.  As such, itôs important to follow Microsoftôs recommended practices and be aware of the 

different options when sequencing.  This document covers MCS practices for setting up the sequencer, 

sequencing best practices, an example of sequencing, important information related to updating 

packages, and finally examples of advanced OSD scripting. 

Sequencer Workstation Configuration  
Proper configuration of the sequencing station is imperative to ensure that applications will function 

properly when streamed to a client.  Microsoft recommends the following configuration when sequencing: 

 

Á Sequence on a machine that is the lowest common denominator for the target 
clients.  If the target clients consist of Windows XP machines and Windows 2000 
machines, Microsoft recommends sequencing on Windows 2000.  Applications 
sequenced on Windows XP and executed on Windows 2000 will still have a high 
likelihood of functioning properly; however, the odds are better when sequencing on 
Windows 2000 and deploying to Windows XP. 

Á If Microsoft Office is part of the base image of the client, then include it as part of 
the base image of the sequencer.  Many applications will install differently if they 
recognize that Microsoft Office is already installed on the machine.  Thus, if an 
application is expected to integrate with Microsoft Office, itôs best to attempt sequencing 
on a machine with Office already installed and activated. This assumes that a Microsoft 
Office suite will be installed locally on all client PCs. 

Á Create an ODBC DSN setting as part of the Sequencer base image.  If no ODBC 
DSN setting exists on the base Sequencer image and the application being packaged 
creates one, the entire registry key associated with ODBC settings will become 
virtualized.  This will prohibit the packaged application from seeing any ODBC DSN 
settings that exist on the base client machine.  If an ODBC entry already exists on the 
Sequencer machine, only the ODBC settings will become virtualized, and the ODBC 
settings on the Client will be merged with the ODBC settings in the package.  

o The following locations can be checked to determine ODBC information 
war captured: 

¶ Search for odbc.ini: It will be located in the 
VFS\%CSIDL_WINDOWS% folder 

¶ HKLM\Software\ODBC\ODBC.INI\ODBC Data Sources 

¶ HKCU\%SFT_SID%\Software\ODBC\ODBC.INI 

 

 

¶ Here are step by step instructions on how to create a dummy DSN setting. 
 

1. Open the Administrative Tools Ą Data Sources (ODBC) applet. 
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2. Select the User DSN tab. 

 

 

3. Click Addé 

 

4. For ñSelect a driveréò, select SQL Server and click Finish. 
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5. For Name, enter ñdummyò. 

6. For Description, enter ñRequired for application sequencingò. 

7. For Server, enter ñdummyò. 

8. Click Next. 

 

9. Deselect the ñConnect to SQL Server to obtain settingséò checkbox. 

10. Click Next. 
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11. Click Next. 

 

12. Click Finish. 
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13. Click OK.  Note: Do not click ñTest Data Sourceéò since this test would fail. 

 

Á Create an ODBC System DSN setting as part of the Sequencer base image as 
follows:   

1. Select the System DSN tab. 
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2. Click Addé  

 

3. For ñSelect a driveréò, select SQL Server and click Finish. 
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4. For Name, enter ñdummyò. 

5. For Description, enter ñRequired for application sequencingò. 

6. For Server, enter ñdummyò. 

7. Click Next. 

 

8. Deselect the ñConnect to SQL Server to obtain settingséò checkbox  
and click Next. 
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9. Click Next. 

 

10. Click Finish. 
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11. Click OK.  Note: Do not click ñTest Data Sourceéò since this test would fail. 

 

12. Click OK to close the ODBC applet. 
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Á Add a dummy printer device as part of the Sequencer base image.   

Printers act in the same manner as ODBC settings.  It is necessary to include a 
dummy printer device in the sequencer PC image.  Create a dummy printer device as 
follows: 

1. Open the Control Panel Ą Printers and Faxes applet. 

 

2. Select ñAdd a Printerò. 

 

3. Click Next. 
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4. Select ñLocal printer attached to this computerò. 

5. Deselect the ñAutomatically detect and install my Plug and Play printerò 
checkbox. 

6. Click Next. 

 

7. Click Next. 


