
 

“We have heard feedback from some parents who are 

considering the school because of our technology 

program, which is largely based around the Windows 8 

platform and Microsoft software tools.” 

David Humphreys, Director of ICT, Brighton Grammar School 

In Melbourne, Australia, Brighton Grammar School (BGS) has 

embarked on a new chapter in its educational program by 

switching from tablets running Android to laptops running the 

Windows 8 operating system. The flexible Lenovo Yoga 2 

laptops, with intuitive touch screens and interactive stylus 

computing, have captured the boys’ imaginations, empowered 

teachers with the possibilities of learning anytime, anywhere, 

and satisfied parents.   
 

Business Needs 
Brighton Grammar School (BGS) 

recognizes that advances in technology 

have changed how students learn. The 

accessibility of information over the 

Internet means that teachers must work 

with new educational tools to provide a 

modern, globally relevant education. As 

part of its focus on how boys best learn in 

the twenty-first century, BGS is making 

sure that educational technology is an 

integral part of the school’s curriculum.  

 

“We are in a situation where kids need 

technology because it’s such a part of their 

world, and the world they will be living in 

when they leave school,” says Ross 

Featherston, Headmaster at Brighton 

Grammar School. “So at Brighton, we aim 

to keep pace with the latest technology 

developments and provide rich, flexible 

learning spaces so our students develop 

the skills and confidence to reach their full 

potential.”  

 

In 2011, BGS deployed an educational 

technology platform that consisted of 

tablets running the Android operating 

system and Google Apps for Education. 

However, within the first year, teachers, 
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parents, and students were expressing 

concerns about the suitability of the devices 

for learning. “The parents saw them as 

gaming devices,” says David Humphreys, 

Information Communication Technology 

Director at Brighton Grammar School. “The 

students wanted more creativity in their 

hands, and we felt they needed a proper 

laptop program.” 

 

“The devices didn’t allow us full access to all 

Microsoft Office products, which we felt was 

necessary to equip the students for the 

twenty-first century work world,” says Dan 

Belluz, Coordinator Teaching and Learning, 

Years 9-12 at Brighton Grammar School.  

  

It was also difficult for BGS to manage the 

tablets and ensure they had the latest 

security updates because they were not 

connected to the school’s Windows-based 

server system.  

 

Switching to Laptops Running 
Windows 8 
To address these issues, BGS switched to an 

education solution based on Microsoft 

technologies. “The support we get with 

Microsoft is very strong,” says Humphreys. 

“A Microsoft solution offers the enterprise 

business technologies that the boys will 

encounter when they complete their 

education and provides opportunities to 

communicate and collaborate with their 

peers outside of the classroom, mimicking 

the real world of work. The Windows 8 

platform allows us to manage the 

computers more easily than we were able to 

with the Android platform.” IT staff at BGS 

already owned the Configuration Manager 

component of Microsoft System Center 

2012 datacenter solutions, which they can 

use to manage the school’s laptops.  

 

The school deployed Lenovo Yoga 2 

laptops, equipped with a touch screen and 

stylus and running the Windows 8 operating 

system and Microsoft Office 2013 desktop 

applications. The school replaced Google 

Apps for Education with Microsoft Office 

365 cloud-based services to ensure that all 

students have access to email, Microsoft 

SharePoint, and OneDrive for Business 

online storage—from any computer, 

anywhere.  

 

Engaged Learners, 
Empowered Teachers 
Flexibility in the way the laptops can be 

used helps accommodate different 

learning styles, which empowers teachers 

to create lesson plans that engage all 

students. “We went from an inflexible 

tablet to a convertible laptop that had the 

full power of a Windows-based PC with 

many interactive options for engaged 

learning,” says Shelley Turek, Coordinator 

Teaching and Learning, Years 7-8 at 

Brighton Grammar School. “When the boys 

use the stylus, we call it paper mode. For 

teachers, this is quite empowering because 

we are not walking away from the 

strategies that we know work for boys to 

consolidate their learning; to write 

something down using the stylus is to 

experience their own way of organizing 

their ideas.” 

 

Using Microsoft OneNote and other 

programs, students can use the stylus to 

make note-taking interactive. “I can flip my 

computer so it’s facing down on the table 

and write on it like a normal piece of paper 

using OneNote,” says Luke Ianuali, a Year 8 

student at Brighton Grammar School. “We 

have a program called Mathletics where 

you’re given math questions and you have 

to answer them on the Internet, and it’s 

much more interactive and fun than 

answering questions on a piece of paper.” 

Support for side-by-side apps in Windows 

8 makes it possible to look up items while 

working, without having to switch between 

windows. “On the split screen, we can have 

the Internet searching something and a 

Word document open, so we can search 

and write at the same time,” says Oscar 

Lewis, a student in Year 7. “It’s easier to do 

our work.” 

 

Teachers are using OneNote to streamline 

how they develop and share lesson plans. 

Curriculum leaders collaborate with 

teachers on curriculum development 

through shared workbooks and use 

OneNote to deliver lesson plans and 

resources to teachers.   

 

Anytime, Anywhere Learning 
With Office 365, students can access and 

share their work with teachers and 

classmates from wherever they can reach 

the Internet. The opportunity for learning 

outside the classroom brings with it a 

heightened sense of accountability for 

homework. “When Oscar has his computer 

with him, he has access to all the resources 

and tasks that he needs,” says Mrs. Lewis, 

Oscar’s mother. “This encourages all the 

students to be independent learners, set 

goals, and take control of their learning.”  

 

From Consumption to 
Creation 
BGS teachers are seeing a different level of 

creativity among students using the 

Windows 8–based laptops. “Boys are 

moving away from consumption to 

creation,” says Turek. “We are using the 

devices and the programs to collaborate in 

a way that we couldn’t before. Because the 

boys have so many ways to be engaged in 

their work, it encourages creation and a 

higher order of thinking. Classroom 

management has become so much easier.”  

 

“We have heard feedback from some 

parents who are considering the school 

because of our technology program, which 

is largely based around the Microsoft 

Windows 8 platform and Microsoft 

software tools,” concludes Humphreys. 


