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*For details on license stacking and CALs needed, contact your Microsoft representative.

Need a database for 
running analytics, BI to 
build server appliance

Will your server 
appliance need 
unlimited 
virtualization?

What type of 
application are 
planning to 
provide on your 
server appliance?

Yes Will your 
server 
appliance 
configuration 
have more 
than 2 CPUs?

No

2 CPU Datacenter license.

Yes
4-CPU Datacenter license. 
For more CPUs, add 2 CPU or 4 
CPU license

Dedicated server appliance with need for 
active Directory integration (File, Print, 
Networking services)

Server appliance used for PBX, IP PBX, 
and Automated Attendant, Interactive 
Voice Response or other specialized 
telecommunications applications

Server appliance used for email filtering, 
edge security such as Anti-virus server, 
E-mail filtering server, Network traffic 
monitoring server

Standard Essentials 
SKU*

Standard Telco SKU*

Standard main SKU*

2 CPU/2 VM license. 

4 CPU/4 VM license. 
For more VMs or CPUs, add a 2 CPU/2 
VM or 4 CPU/4 VM license*

See Decision 
Tree for 
Embedded 
SQL Server

Will your server 
appliance 
configuration have 
more than 2 CPUs 
or more than 2 
VMs?

No

Yes

No



Based on 
virtual 
instances Based on 

physical 
server?

Based on 
virtual 
instances

Based on 
physical 
sever?

The database used for building intelligent 
systems, high-end mission critical workloads, 
highly virtualized environments, involves large, 
centralized and external facing business 
intelligence analytics

For basic database and reporting 
needs with limited business 
intelligence projects

How the 
database will 
be used in 
your server 
appliance?

Database needs scalable reporting 
and analytics, self-service analytics 
and business intelligence needs

Enterprise Edition*

Standard Edition

BI Edition
Using CAL based 
licensing

Using per-core 
licensing

4 core license minimum 
per processor. Add 2 
core license for 
additional cores per 
processor.
CALs are not required*

4 core license minimum per VM.
Add 2 core license for additional cores 
per VM.
CALs are not required*

Once license for each 
individual server. CALs 
are required*

One license for each virtual machine 
instance. CALs are required*

*for details on license stacking and CALs needed, talk to your Microsoft representative



Note(1) Maximum of two connections in remote administration mode solely to manage the licensed product

Licensing 
Provisions

Windows Server
2012 R2 
Datacenter
(General 
Purpose)

Windows Server 
2012 R2 
Datacenter for 
Embedded 
Systems

Windows Server 
2012 R2 Standard
(General 
Purpose)

Windows Server 
2012 R2 Standard 
for Embedded 
Systems

Windows Server 
2012 R2 Standard 
for Embedded 
Systems 
Essentials

Windows Server 
2012 R2 Standard 
for Embedded 
Systems  
Telecommunications



SKU
Key Windows 
services

Appliance
Examples

Support File, 
Print & User 
Services

Embedded 
Application 
Required

Windows Server 2012 R2 
Datacenter for Embedded 
Systems

Windows Server  2012 R2 
Standard for Embedded 
Systems

Windows Server  2012 R2 
Standard for Embedded 
Systems – Essentials

Windows Server  2012 R2 
Standard for Embedded 
Systems -
Telecommunications













Licensing Provisions
Microsoft SQL Server 2014

(General Purpose)
Microsoft SQL Server 2014 

for Embedded Systems



SQL Server 2014 Editions

*Enterprise legacy servers licensed under Server/CAL licensing are subject to a 20-core per server limit.
**Basic includes 2 node Failover Clustering

SQL Server Capabilities 
SQL Server Editions

Standard Business 
Intelligence Enterprise

Maximum Number of Cores 16 cores 16 cores – DB
OS Max – BI OS Max*

Windows Server Core Edition Support   

Basic OLTP   

Basic Reporting & Analytics   

Programmability & Developer Tools (T-SQL, CLR, data types, FileTable)   

Manageability (Management studio, policy based management)   

Enterprise Data Management (Data quality, master data services)  

Self-service Business Intelligence (Power View, Power Pivot)  

Corporate Business Intelligence (Semantic model, advanced analytics)  

Advanced Security (Advanced auditing, transparent data encryption) 

In-memory ColumnStore 

In-memory OLTP 
StreamInsight Standard Standard Premium
AlwaysOn High Availability** Basic Basic Advanced



Windows Server 2012 for 
Embedded Systems Datasheet

Microsoft SQL Server 2014 for 
Embedded Systems Datasheet

http://download.microsoft.com/download/6/2/6/626E83D5-345F-4389-AD85-E57F96ECDC6E/Windows%20Server%202012%20for%20embedded%20systems_datasheet.pdf
http://download.microsoft.com/download/F/C/C/FCC534B7-90B3-464D-8A24-006DF155F769/Microsoft%20SQL%20Server%202012%20for%20embedded%20systems%20Datasheet.pdf
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