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Server License and CALs 
Purchase a Server license for each server, and 
then purchase Client Access Licenses (CALs) for 
either users or devices: 

 

 

 

Note that External Users can be licensed via this model by 
purchasing User CALs for them. Examples of products to 
which this model applies include Microsoft

®
 Windows 

Server
®

 2008 and Microsoft
®

 Exchange Server 2007. 

A Device CAL 
is assigned to 
the device 
and allows 
multiple 
users to use 
that device 

A User CAL is 
assigned to 

the user and 
allows that 
user to use 

multiple 
devices  

External Connector Licensing  
License the server which the external  
users will access in the usual way, and 
then purchase an additional External Connector 
license to license all external users and devices. 

Products to which this model applies include 

Windows Server 2008 and Exchange Server 2007. 

 

Standard and Enterprise CALs 
Some server products offer different levels of 
functionality that can be exposed to users or 
devices, and there are CALs that correspond to 
this functionality. The core functionality 
offered by the server (depicted by the blue 
shading) is linked to a Standard CAL (depicted 
by the blue license).  

If the extended functionality 
(depicted by the red shading), is 
utilized, then the purchase of an 
Enterprise CAL is required (depicted 
by the red license).  

Standard and Enterprise User CALs 
can also be used to license External Users.  Products to 
which this model applies include Microsoft

®
 Office 

SharePoint
®

 Server 2007 and Exchange Server 2007.  Note 
that for Office Communications Server, Standard and 
Enterprise External Connector Licenses are also available. 

Per Processor Licensing  
Purchase a license for each processor 
used by the product in the physical 
servers. These licenses entitle ALL internal 
and external devices and users to connect 
to the server and so there is no requirement for CALs. 

Products to which this model applies include Microsoft
®

 

SQL Server
®

 2005 and Microsoft
®

 BizTalk
®

 Server 2006. 

Processor and CAL Licensing  
Purchase a license for each processor, and 
then purchase CALs for 
either users or devices. 

Products to which this model applies include the 

Datacenter editions of Windows Server. 

 

 

Server Licensing  
Purchase a license for each Server, and there is 
no requirement for any CALs at all. 

Products to which this model applies includes 

Microsoft
®

 Search Server 2008. 

 
Management Licensing  
Purchase a management license for the management 
machine.  Managed client devices require Client 
Management Licenses, and managed servers require 
either a Standard Server Management License (if running 
basic workloads) or an Enterprise Server Management 
License (if running application workloads). 

Licensing in Virtualized Environments 
Most products require virtual machines to be licensed in 
the same way as physical machines. Examples include 
Windows Server 2008 Standard Edition and Exchange 
Server 2007 Standard Edition.  

Some products allow multiple virtual 
machines to be covered with one 
license – for example, Windows 
Server 2008 Enterprise Edition and 
SQL Server 2005. 

In either case, users and/or devices must 
always be appropriately licensed.  

Microsoft Volume Licensing program details: 
www.microsoft.com/licensing/resources/default.mspx    

Additional licensing presentations and 
reference cards:  www.learnlicensing.com  

 

http://www.microsoft.com/licensing/resources/default.mspx
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