
MICROSOFT EXPERT EDUCATOR PROGRAM: 

A WORTHWHILE OPPORTUNITY 

 

 

 
The tools, professional development and support 

that Microsoft provides for educators have helped 

me transform the teaching and learning in my 

classroom.  Being involved in the Microsoft Expert 

Educator program has given me tremendous 

opportunities for personal and professional growth.   

My ongoing growth as a teacher leads to improved 

learning and achievement for my students.  And I’m 

a real teacher with lots of things to do and little time 

to do them, so I can honestly say that joining the 

program is worth your time! 

To give you an idea of how Microsoft has supported 

me, I’ll highlight a few examples.   Using Microsoft’s 

21st century learning design rubrics has pushed me to 

create quality learning activities that foster critical 

skills in the learners I work with every day.   When 

I’m planning these activities, access to free tools at 

www.pil-network.com supports teaching and 

learning.  (Microsoft Research AutoCollage is a 

personal favorite if you want to go download 

something free right now!)   

I’ve also benefitted from Microsoft’s online courses 

and webinar sessions.  I enjoy being able to 

participate in relevant professional development 

that is free and accessible from anywhere 

(anywhere with internet, that is).   Since webinars 

are offered on different topics and at different 

times, I choose when and where I do my PD and I 

pick the topics that are most interesting and 

important to me.    
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And if there’s no scheduled webinar, but I still feel 

like learning something new, I can always check 

the @CDNMicrosoftEDU Twitter account or 

search the #msExpertEducator hashtag.  I’m also 

connected with Microsoft on Facebook, so I get 

interesting highlights from the Education Canada 

page and we’ve created a group for Expert 

Educators to interact and share information.   

The Microsoft Expert Educator program has also 

helped me reach far beyond my classroom walls.  

Thanks to Microsoft’s Global Forum events, I have 

traveled to interesting places to meet educators 

and school leaders from around the world.  I’ve 

even had a chance to work closely with a number 

of fellow expert educators!  I am now a teacher 

with many international connections and a huge 

network of excellent teachers to reach out to 

when I need collegial support.   

Basically – at any time, in any place – Microsoft is 

there to support teachers and students.  Apply to 

the Microsoft Expert Educator program and let 

your journey begin!  It’s a professional 

development opportunity like no other and it’s SO 

worth it.   

 

 

You can read about my adventures as an Expert 

Educator and keep up with my classroom: 

Mrs. Obach’s Class Blog:  Classroom updates, 

student work from learning activities and my ideas 

and reflections are shared here.   

Little Hands Extended Blog:  Co-authored with 

fellow Expert Educator, Devon Caldwell, this blog 

documents our learning activities, global forum 

experiences and more. 

Follow me on Twitter @LeahO77 
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