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The world stands at a crossroads.  There are more 

young people on the planet than ever before, yet youth 

unemployment is double that of the adult population.  

Countries are struggling to produce modern workforces 

that have the skills required for economic success, while 

at the same time there’s a growing gap between the 

skills of unemployed workers and the skills needed to 

perform the jobs of today and tomorrow.   

 
Young people are facing an opportunity divide – a gap between those who have 

the access, skills, and opportunities to be successful and those who do not.  

Closing this opportunity divide is one of the most important actions we can all take 

– together – to secure the future of our youth and as a result, the future of our 

global economy. 

Microsoft YouthSpark is a companywide initiative designed to create opportunities 

for hundreds of millions of youth around the world.  Through partnerships with 

governments, nonprofit organizations, and businesses, we aim to empower youth 

to imagine and realize their full potential by connecting them with greater 

opportunities for education, employment, and entrepreneurship. In short, we want 

to empower youth to change their world. 

 

This marks a completely new focus for our philanthropy efforts.  We have 

introduced new youth-focused initiatives and are committing the majority of our 

corporate cash giving to support nonprofit organizations that serve youth by 

providing them with enhanced technology and business training to help them 

pursue additional education, obtain employment or start a new business or social 

venture. 

 

   

  
According to a recent International 

Youth Foundation report, 

“Opportunity for Action,” nearly 

75 million young people were 

unemployed worldwide in 2011. 

This equates to an unemployment 

rate of 12.7%, which is more than 

double the rate for people over the 

age of 25. 
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Microsoft YouthSpark goes beyond philanthropy.  It brings together an array of global Microsoft programs that empower 

young people with access to technology and a better education, inspire young people to imagine the opportunities they have 

to realize their potential, and help young people find a job or start their own business. A sampling of these YouthSpark 

programs are listed below: 

 

Empowerment Programs to Transform Education and Expand Digital Inclusion 

Microsoft YouthSpark Hub:  A free, online space where young people can explore and access all the services, programs and 

resources provided by Microsoft and our partners for education, skills, employment and entrepreneurship.  

Partners in Learning: Through this long-standing program, we provide professional development to government officials, 

school leaders, and educators to help them with new approaches to teaching and learning, using technology to help students 

develop 21st century skills. 

Cash Donations/Strategic Partnerships with Nonprofit Organizations: To reach deeper into our communities, we partner with 

non-profit organizations that serve the youth population, ages 6-24, to support basic technology skills training as well as 

programs that help youth apply those skills to improve their lives and pursue tangible employment and entrepreneurial 

opportunities. 

Imagination Programs to Unleash Future Innovators 

DreamSpark: Free access to Microsoft designer and developer tools for students and educators around the world helps advance 

the learning and teaching of key technical skills at a critical time in a student’s development during the high school and college 

years. 

Imagine Cup: The world’s premier youth technology competition provides an opportunity for high school and university 

students to learn new skills and apply their knowledge and passion to develop technical solutions for some of the world’s 

toughest problems. 

Innovate for Good: An online global community of young people is mobilizing to drive social change in their local communities 

around the world. Through Innovate4Good, we will help them take the next steps to bring their dreams to life and help them 

put technology to work for the good of society…to Innovate4Good.   

 

Realization Programs to Increase Employability and Entrepreneurship 

Give for Youth: A brand-new micro-giving site, focused solely on supporting youth around the world, will exponentially increase 

giving for youth causes on a global basis.  

Students to Business: A direct path between university students and Microsoft partners, this program matches qualified students 

with jobs or internships in the technology industry. 

Microsoft Innovation Centers: State-of-the-art technology facilities, located in 42 countries, are open to students, software 

developers, IT pros, entrepreneurs and academic researchers for collaboration and skills development.     
 

By helping youth capture opportunities for education, employment and entrepreneurship, Microsoft YouthSpark is helping 

them create their futures.  Microsoft YouthSpark is helping them create real impact for a better tomorrow. 
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http://www.microsoft.com/education/ww/partners-in-learning/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.dreamspark.com/
http://www.imaginecup.com/
http://www.microsoft.com/studentstobusiness/home/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/mic/default.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/msftcitizenship
http://www.twitter.com/msftcitizenship

