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Introduction

In the new mobile and cloud world, businesses decisions are increasingly driven by what Gartner calls a Nexus of Forces: the 

convergence of social interaction, mobility, cloud, and information.  For business processes integration, this means IT needs to 

connect cloud-based, mobile, and on-premises resources in ways that increase business value and agility to address the Nexus 

of Forces. Poor choices can cost businesses time and money.

Consider these scenarios: 

• A company with over 20 branch offices using different systems wants an integrated data sharing solution to smooth 

operations 

• A business wants to improve its transaction management by eliminating manual data entry and duplication across all of 

its branches 

• A company wants a solution to tie together its line-of-business systems and finance applications to improve visibility and 

enforce compliance 

• An online services business needs to integrate data from a new customer who wants to submit orders using the electronic 

data interchange (EDI) format

These organizations share a common need: a 

comprehensive integration platform that offers an 

alternative solution to re-architecting applications and 

deploying additional on-premises API management tools—

one that is ready out-of-the box and does not require 

puzzling how to knit together on-premises and cloud 

platforms. Wondering if such a solution exists today? It does.   

Extending Your Existing Integration 
Platform to the Cloud

Microsoft Azure offers an integration-as-a-service platform that enables businesses to connect disparate systems, automate 

processes, integrate with partners, or build hybrid cloud solutions with first party connection services. Other cloud services 

providers, such as Amazon Web Services (AWS), don’t offer a native integration platform. They direct customers to third-party 

solutions.  AWS provides only connectivity at the infrastructure layer, with no first-party solutions to realize integration across 

deployments. In addressing business integration challenges quickly and economically, the choice is clear. 

Business-to-business data exchange. Many businesses are looking 

for ways to exchange mission-critical data with new external partners in 

compliance with industry standards, such as EDI, without having to engage a 

team of developers in building and maintaining separate integration interfaces 

for each client. 

“In the past, it could take months to 
integrate new customers. With a standard 
interface based on Windows Azure BizTalk 
Services, it now takes just weeks.”  

Mike Barker, Vice President of IT, Mimeo 

Source 

http://www.microsoft.com/casestudies/Microsoft-Azure/Mimeo/Print-Company-Boosts-Annual-Revenue-by-8-Million-with-Cloud-Based-Integration/710000003425
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Azure BizTalk Services provides a robust and extensible solution for trading partner management and EDI processing, which 

can lower the cost of business partner collaboration for enterprise and EDI service providers. BizTalk Services integrates with 

internal systems in a seamless way to automate processes to help ensure transactions are executed promptly, completely, and 

correctly, and scale as needed. And by using Azure Service Bus messaging framework, businesses can directly connect Azure 

BizTalk Services to their on-premises line-of-business services, enabling partners to submit orders conveniently through a 

web-based portal. Unlike AWS, there’s no need to rely upon third-party connectors. 

Hybrid apps.  Companies are looking for ways to enhance 

their on-premises line-of-business apps by using cloud services 

to achieve scale, high availability, global reach, and integration 

with cloud-based apps. Yet parts of these applications must 

remain on-premises. A solution is to build hybrid apps so that 

only some components run in the cloud. Azure Service Bus 

provides a broadly useful way to accomplish this. For example, 

you can make your business apps accessible to mobile 

customer service agents, smoothing operations and enhancing 

customer satisfaction. And by using Azure Hybrid Connections, 

companies can deploy hybrid applications with maximum 

agility—without having to configure a VPN, alter the network perimeter, or open up a firewall. No third-part connectors and 

new API management technology required.

Distributed solution / branch integration. Unified business process between branch offices and central corporate 

systems can simplify operations, increase flexibility, maximize availability, and lower costs.  Microsoft Azure integration-as-a-

service capabilities can smooth integrating billing, production planning, stock management, and other business processes. 

Azure BizTalk services offers companies advanced integration capabilities, which enable cloud applications to reach out to 

on-premises systems. This cloud integration solution also improves reporting and business intelligence capabilities because 

management no longer has to look at individual systems separately.

“The Service Bus and Access Control 
capabilities in Azure are the key to 
enabling delivery of real-time case data 
to lawyers through our Time Matters 
Mobility solution, without compromising 
security.”

Jonah Paransky, Vice President and General Manager, Law 
Firm Practice Management, LexisNexis 

Source 

http://www.microsoft.com/casestudies/Microsoft-Services/LexisNexis-Group/ISV-Builds-Innovative-Mobile-App-for-Lawyers-25-Percent-Faster-with-Cloud-Solution/710000000268
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The Best Path to the Cloud 

Don’t get boxed in. Microsoft Azure offers a comprehensive 

integration-as-a-service platform for integrating interactions 

among the cloud services, portals, mobile applications, API 

Management, and proven, mission-critical on-premises 

platform. It is the only proven enterprise-class vendor with first 

party integration platforms across on-premises and the cloud.

To learn more, please visit:

Comparing Microsoft Azure and Amazon Web Services 

http://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/campaigns/azure-vs-aws/

Azure Integration

http://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/solutions/integration/

Azure BizTalk Services

http://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/services/biztalk-services/

Partner Perspectives on Integration Competition

http://blogs.biztalk360.com/response-mulesoft-blog-10-reasons-walk-biztalk/ 

Choosing an Integration Platform

http://www.biztalk360.com//whitepaper/Choosing-an-Integration-Platform/ 

Cloud Integration Patterns Guidance

http://www.biztalk360.com//whitepaper/a-y-running-biztalk-server-microsoft-azure/

Microsoft BizTalk Server

http://www.microsoft.com/BizTalk 

Azure Service Bus

http://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/services/service-bus/

“We knew we could build an affordable 
solution quickly on Windows Azure. If we 
developed a workable application, we 
realized we could have an enterprise-
scale version running immediately with 
minimal investment.”

Bert Craven, Enterprise Architect, EasyJet

Source 

http://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/campaigns/azure-vs-aws/
http://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/solutions/integration/
http://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/services/biztalk-services/
http://blogs.biztalk360.com/response-mulesoft-blog-10-reasons-walk-biztalk/ 
http://www.biztalk360.com//whitepaper/Choosing-an-Integration-Platform/ 
http://www.biztalk360.com//whitepaper/a-y-running-biztalk-server-microsoft-azure/
http://www.microsoft.com/BizTalk 
http://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/services/service-bus/
http://www.microsoft.com/casestudies/Case_Study_Detail.aspx?CaseStudyID=4000010767

