
 

 

Proactively manage systems 
configurations to enhance availability, 
security features and performance 
while streamlining your systems 
compliance efforts 
 
Monitoring configuration changes 
across the network is a growing IT 
challenge. Configuration errors 
account for the vast majority of 
unplanned downtime for servers and 
workstations alike. �:�K�D�W�·�V���P�R�U�H����
organizations face intense pressure to 
comply with increasingly rigorous 
regulatory requirements. With the 
constantly changing nature of 
technology, many organizations must 
dedicate vast amounts of IT time and 
resources to ensure their systems 
remain compliant. 
 
Desired configuration management in 
System Center Configuration Manager 
2007 reduces the complexities of 
monitoring configuration changes in 
even the most complex IT 
infrastructures. Administrators can easily 
monitor and capture configuration 
information of servers, desktops, laptops 
and mobile devices across their network 
and evaluate the compliance of those 
devices against regulatory and corporate 
requirements. They can use 
Configuration Manager 2007 to 
remediate non-compliant systems with 
software distribution that automatically 
targets computers reporting non -
compliance. By helping businesses 
ensure that systems remain in 
compliance with a defined desired state, 
Configuration Manager 2007 can 
enhance IT systems availability, security 
features and performance while 
streamlining systems compliance efforts. 
 

Defin ing Corporate Configuration 
Standards  
Establishing and complying with 
corporate configuration standards is a 
critical business function that helps 
improve operational efficiencies and 
enhance IT security by providing 
guidelines and practices for configuring 
and managing IT environments.  With 
Configuration Manager 2007, 
organizations can identify required and 
prohibited configurations for clients, 
servers and applications and report on 
compliance against those definitions. 
 
Configuration Manager 2007 allows IT 
departments to assess compliance with 
regard to a number of configurations, 
such as whether the correct Windows®  
operating system versions are installed 
and configured appropriately, whether 
all required applications are installed 
and configured correctly, whether 
optional applications are configured 

appropriately, and whether prohibited 
applications are installed. Additionally, 
administrators can check for compliance 
with software updates and security 
settings. With Configuration Manager, IT 
administrators define configuration 
baselines to establish the rules that 
describe what determines compliance 
for their particular IT environment.  
 
Building Configuration Knowledge  
Baseline configuration knowledge in 
Configuration Manager 2007 can come 
from several sources. Administrators can 
build their own configuration baselines 
or they can import Configuration Packs 
from Microsoft or third party software 
vendors. Configuration Packs are best 
practices that Microsoft and other 
software vendors create to identify 
common configuration errors for 
applications and operating systems that 
compromise system availability. 
Configuration Packs also help IT 
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