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Prison sentences for ringleaders of global software counterfeit syndicate which shipped high end counterfeit
software to over 22 countries including Singapore

Prison sentences were handed down to counterfeiters by a Taipei, Taiwan, court to mark the end of a string of successful
prosecutions by international law enforcement agencies, bringing a global software counterfeiting ring to a final halt.
Between 1997 and 2003, Huang Jer-sheng, owner of the Taipei-based distributor Maximus Technology Inc., and his
associates were responsible for the production and distribution of more than 90 percent of the high-quality counterfeit
Microsoft software products either seized by law enforcement or test-purchased around the world.

The syndicate produced counterfeit versions of at least 21 Microsoft software products in seven known languages, English,
French, German, Italian, Polish, Portuguese and simplified Chinese, worth an estimated $900 million (U.S.). These products
were then distributed and ultimately sold to unwitting resellers and consumers in over 600 cities and at least 22 known
countries and regions across the globe: Singapore, Australia, Austria, Canada, China, Croatia, Ethiopia, France, Germany,
Ireland, Italy, Malaysia, Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Spain, Switzerland, Taiwan, Trinidad and Tobago, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

Huang Jer-sheng was sentenced to four years’ imprisonment on Dec. 31, 2007, equaling the longest sentence handed
down for this type of crime in Taiwan's history. Huang Jer-sheng’s three codefendants were sentenced the same day to
imprisonment terms ranging from 18 months to three years.

Microsoft advises all our partners to only buy from authorized distributors and to encourage your customers to ensure
their Windows and Office versions are validated to be genuine. Read More.

Man from Serangoon apologizes for selling recycled Microsoft COAs on internet auction sites

Advertisement

Learn from my mistake

In the past year, | have been selling recycled Certificates of Authenticity on the internet in auction sites. On 13 December 2006, the
law caught up with me and | was raided by the Police at home where copies of counterfeit CD-ROMs were seized.

Apart from selling recycled Certificates of Authenticity, my actions in advertising illegal products in the World Wide Web may also
tarnish Singapore’s image as an Intellectual Property hub. Further, | have caused unnecessary distress to my family by my
irresponsible actions.

Intellectual property rights must be respected and | urge everyone to learn from my mistake. Software piracy takes from Singapore’s
IT industry thousands of local jobs, millions in local wages, tax revenues, as well as investments in new technologies.

Please do not use, sell or even buy pirated software. Be wary of too good to be true offers on the internet.

Shun Ming Bao Passport No. E0170012H

Copyright of Microsoft Singapore Pte Ltd.
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Cash Rewards with Get Genuine Windows Solutions

Do you have any customers experiencing one of the following unlicense or mislicensed scenarios ?

Get Genuine Solutions are new licensing
from Microsoft to help customers with
unlicenses or mis-licensed PCs get an

1 .
Using XP Home as the Doing in-place affordable and legal Windows XP Pro

Using the Volume base license and then
motherboard upgrades : :
Licensing Windows using a commercial without a new Vsigndows operating system. Scenarios 1 & 2 have

upgrades to install Volume License License shown to be the most common mis-
Windows agreement to upgrade to licensin narios for tomers with
Windows XP Pro censing scenarios for customers

volume licensing. Drive incremental
revenue and get cash rewards, as you help
your customers protect their assets and
6 stay compliant with the Get Genuine Kit for
Dovynloadlng software Contains softwarellnstalled Transferring OEM licenses less than 5 licenses or Get Genuine
online from unknown from counterfeit CD- to a new PC ind | .

——— ROMs by your PC vendor Windows Agreement (Volume License).
Find out more at the Microsoft Partner

Portal or through authorized distributors
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IDC & Yankee reports show counterfeit software exposes users to security and business risks

Counterfeit software is risky - whether you find it on the street, on the Internet, or at a low-price retail outlet that seems
legitimate. Here's proof:

1 InanIDC study, 25% of web sites studied that offered counterfeit or pirated software also attempted to install
spyware or Trojans that can compromise your systems. The estimated cost of recovering a single infected machine
can be over $1,000. Read the full IDC Risks of Counterfeit report.

1 A Yankee Group study revealed, "When problems arise with counterfeit software, IT administrators typically
require 20% to 30% more time and labor to identify and resolve the problems - at a monetary premium to the
business." Read the full Yankee Group report.

1 In studies conducted on counterfeit versions of Microsoft® software, one in three disks could not be installed on
a computer. More than 40% of the remaining counterfeit disks installed contained additional programs or binaries
with known vulnerabilities.
Hel p for customers who suspect theydve purchased counter f e
Microsoft Customers experiencing problems with their software and suspect they may have acquired counterfeit products

can call the Microsoft CARELine for help: 800 852 3543 (select option 2).

1 More information on reporting piracy is available at www.microsoft.com/singapore/genuine/report

1 Report Channel Piracy at piracy@microsoft.com

1 Report Corporate End User piracy at the BSA hotline at 1800-333-3999 or http://w3.bsa.org/singapore/report

Copyright of Microsoft Singapore Pte Ltd.
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About the Microsoft Genuine Software Initiative

The Genuine Software Initiative is part of Microsoft's commitment to help protect consumers and resellers from
counterfeit software and other forms of software piracy. GSI focuses on increasing investments across three strategic
areas: Education, Engineering and Enforcement.

Additional Resources:

Genuine Software Initiative: Get Genuine Windows Solutions
www.microsoft.com/singapore/genuine www.microsoft.com/singapore/getgenuine
Find out more about Counterfeit Software Validate Windows & Office:
www.microsoft.com/resources/howtotell www.microsoft.com/singapore/genuine

Microsoft Authorized Distributors are Your Only Source of Genuine Software:
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