
NAPLAN Online-ready?
NAPLAN testing for Years 3,5,7 and 9 will 
start to move online from 2017. There 
are very specific security requirements 
for the testing application1. Rest assured, 
they are all met by the latest Windows 
devices. However, if you are investing in 
school devices, it’s important to select 
ones that support deep learning.

Learning device recommendations

Tablet
For younger students or as an 
ancillary device for older students. 

1. NAPLAN Online technical requirements  
www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online/technical-requirements

Laptop
For students who want to use a full 
keyboard, write code, edit videos, 
use full versions of software and 
create games.

2-in-1, touch and pen
Perfect for school. Students can use a 
digital pen to take handwritten notes, 
brainstorm ideas, write equations and 
use character-based languages.

School-ready?
For anywhere, anytime more personalised 
learning, students need versatile devices, which 
give them rich all-round learning experiences 
whilst developing essential skills. Windows 
devices come in many price points and styles 
to suit different budgets. And they all have 
powerful capabilities and software to enhance 
teaching and learning in your school.

Touch screen Minimum 10” – larger for  
creative or technical work.

Capability Runs online apps as well as full software programs 
like Microsoft Office, Adobe Photoshop, etc.

Storage Minimum 32GB in tablets and  
128GB in laptops and 2-in-1s.

RAM Minimum 2GB RAM for tablets.  
Minimum 4GB RAM for laptops and 2-in-1s. 

Digital pen
Active screen for digital pen input so students can 
take notes, sketch, write maths equations, science 
formulae and character-based languages.

Full 
keyboard

A full keyboard (detachable is fine) so students  
can type assignments and see a full screen.

Wireless 
access

Dual-band WiFi (2.4Ghz and 5Ghz) for  
fast access to the school network.

Lightweight Aim for under 1.6kg for student  
backpacks if they take them home.

Connectivity A USB port for connecting to a range of peripherals 
printers, graphics tablets, digital microscopes, etc.

Durability A protective case and a solid state  
drive (SSD) which is tougher.

Battery life Minimum of 6 hours to power through a full school 
day. Remember, battery life varies with usage.

Choosing devices for your school 
A Microsoft guide for schools that are implementing anywhere, anytime learning.
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“Our migration to 
Windows 10 has 

underpinned our 
BYOD strategy.”3

Choosing school devices is a big decision
Powerful, contemporary learning is central to your students’ success. With NAPLAN tests moving online, don’t settle for 
a school device that does the bare minimum. Use this opportunity to transform learning in your school with devices that 
equip students to be their best, to learn in contemporary, engaging ways, developing skills that take them through to 
Higher Education and the workplace.

1. NAPLAN Online technical requirements www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online/technical-requirements
2. Oviatt S.L (2013), The Design of Future Educational Interfaces, Routledge. http://www.amazon.com/The-Design-Future-Educational-Interfaces/dp/0415894948
3. Matt Robinson, ICT Manager at Lowanna College, Victoria.  
4. Office 365 Education free for all teachers and students. Office 365 ProPlus free to students and teachers when faculty and staff are licensed.

Ready for tests
Rest assured that the latest Windows devices, will 
run NAPLAN Online in a locked down browser1. 
Windows 10 Education Edition has additional 
features that make online test preparation 
simple. The ‘Take A Test’ feature allows teachers 
to quickly set up browser-based practice tests in 
a similar locked-down environment, preventing 
students from accessing websites or spell 
checkers during testing.

Ready for STEM
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) are the building blocks of the future. 
Equipping your students with Windows 10 
devices lays the foundation for excellence. 
They’ll have a USB port to plug in a digital 
microscope for science. They can use a touch 
screen for CAD or a pen to figure out physics 
and maths equations. And they’ll have the 
computing power they need to write complex 
computer code.

Ready for sharing
Are your IT staff stretched? The new “Set up School PCs app” lets teachers set up 
shared classroom devices running Windows 10 in minutes. The free anti-malware 
in Windows 10 gives you peace of mind knowing that school devices are protected. 
Windows Hello safeguards student privacy by greeting them and letting them log in 
to a computer by just looking at it. 

Ready for everyone
Modern Windows devices are also more 
inclusive, with multiple built in assistive learning 
technologies, including those that read screens 
aloud. To complement these features, Microsoft 
offers Learning Tools for OneNote which 
supports students with dyslexia.

Ready for ideas
Did you know that students come up with 
60% more ideas when brainstorming with a 
digital pen?2 Marking up and highlighting 
work also increases understanding. Windows 
10 devices that support a digital pen allow 
students to do fast onscreen note-taking, 
sketching, diagramming and even adding 
comments on each other’s screens.

Ready for learning
Device capabilities are important, but so are the apps and software that give the best 
possible learning outcomes. Students get full versions of familiar software like Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint, OneNote and more, for free.4 Choose from thousands of Windows 
education apps and make them available to students and teachers through your 
school’s own Windows app store. Manage it all through a single identity, a school 
email address. 


