Inspiring 21st century teaching and learning
for girls in Qatar

In the last decade, Qatar has undergone tremendous change: the country’s
economic growth has been staggering, moving Qatar into the league of the
world’s developed countries. As part of this success, one of the government’s
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ment to bring creativity and key priorities is to educate Qatar’s citizens to the highest standard possible
innovation to the classroom to and transform the country into a knowledge-based economy.

make lifelong skill development N ) ) ) .
possible. The Program is a perfect Recognizing this, the AlBayan Educational Complex for Girls was founded in

. 1999 with a vision to empower girls to become digitally literate, highly
example of connecting students to e ) ;

. ; oo productive citizens who can contribute to the national and global
technologies th?t enrlc'h their lives knowledge-based economy. One part of the Complex is the AlBayan Indepen-
so they can realize their goals” dent Secondary School for Girls, which currently educates 515 girls aged
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“We want to learn and share new methods and ideas in education”, says Noor
Al- Mutawa, head of AlBayan Independent Secondary School for Girls. By
joining the two year Microsoft program, she hopes to transform AlBayan into
a model for successful 21st century education. This education will equip girls
with the skills they need to participate successfully in Qatar’s workforce. Today,
Qatari women university graduates are increasing, and women are widely
participating in the workforce, particularly in the public, health and education
sectors, and making a significant contribution to the country’s growth as a
knowledge economy.

In order to fully benefit from educational and subsequently professional
opportunities, it is important that students take responsibility for their own
progress. This includes a shift to personalized learning, with teachers acting as
coaches to help students guide their own learning process independently.
Through the exchange of best practice with other schools in the network,
teachers at AlBayan have developed a greater awareness of the role that
technology can play in teaching. “Changing people’s way of thinking is the
hardest task. Before we joined the program, technology was only used in
certain classes. Now many have access to computer communications and are
keen to share best practice” says Noor.

Since joining the program, the school has gained valuable insight into
innovative teaching methods and is proud to promote this knowledge beyond
the region and by participating in last years “School of the Future World
Summit” in Helsinki, Finland, AlBayan had the opportunity to share its
methods with a global audience. By exchanging knowledge and expertise
globally, the school aims to position Qatar as an education leader for the
entire Middle East region and provide girls with the best possible training they
need to succeed in the 21st century economy.

Fast Facts

Customer: AlBayan Independent Secondary School for Girls
Country: Qatar

Website: http://www.albayan.edu.ga/english_Bayan/index.html

Customer Profile

AlBayan Independent Secondary School for Girls is a publicly
funded secondary school for girls in Doha, Qatar. The school
currently teaches 515 girls aged 15-17 years old. It is part of the
AlBayan Educational Complex for Girls which comprises 5 girls’
schools teaching pupils of all ages.

Situation

Following rapid economic success, Qatar is in need of well
qualified innovative workers to build a knowledge based
economy.

Solution

AlBayan Independent Secondary School for Girls partnered with
Microsoft Innovative Schools Program to provide girls with 21st
Century learning opportunities and contribute to transform
Qatar into a knowledge based economy.

Benefits

. Supported the introduction of new learning and
teaching methods to school;

. Built partnership with local institutions;

. Increased the use of technology in teaching;

. Position Qatar as the leader in education throughout

the Middle East region.

SChOOlS from the Middle East joins 12 schools worldwide in leading the
Microsoft Innovate Schools Program

"We are very proud to be among the 12 schools
worldwide chosen to participate in this program. |
am sure that with Microsoft and ictQATAR support,
our school will become an incubator for innova-

tive ideas in education.”

Hessa Abdullah
Principal of AlIBayan Educational Complex for Girls

"We have a strong desire to learn, to look outside
the walls of our school. We will learn a lot from
network partners and Microsoft."

Haifa Malaeb

V.P. Academics and Professional Development
(Maths & Science), AlBayan Independent
Secondary School for Girls
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