
What Is the Azure Services Platform? 

 

The Azure
TM

 Services Platform (Azure) is an Internet-scale cloud computing and services platform hosted 

in datacenters created by Microsoft Corp., which provides an operating system and a set of developer 

services that can be used individually or together. The flexible and interoperable Azure platform can be 

used to build new applications to run from the cloud or enhance existing applications with cloud-based 

capabilities. Its open architecture gives developers the choice to build Web applications, applications 

running on connected devices, PCs, servers or hybrid solutions offering the best of both worlds. 

 

Azure reduces the need for upfront technology purchases and enables developers to create applications 

quickly and easily that run in the cloud by using their existing skills with the Microsoft
®

 Visual Studio
®

 

development environment and the Microsoft .NET Framework. In addition to managed code languages 

supported by .NET, Azure will support more programming languages and development environments in 

the near future. Azure simplifies maintaining and operating applications by providing on-demand 

compute and storage to host, scale and manage Web and connected applications. Infrastructure 

management is automated with a platform that is designed for high availability and dynamic scaling to 

match usage needs with a pay-as-you-go pricing model. Azure provides an open, standards-based and 

interoperable environment with support for multiple Internet protocols, including HTTP, representational 

state transfer (REST), Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP) and plain Extensible Markup Language (XML).  

 

Microsoft also offers cloud applications ready for consumption by customers, including Windows Live™, 

Microsoft Dynamics
®

 and other Microsoft Online Services for business such as Exchange Online and 

Office SharePoint
®

 Online. The Azure Services Platform lets developers create their own unique customer 

offerings by providing the foundational components of compute, storage and building block services to 

author and compose applications in the cloud. 

 

The Azure Services Platform consists of the following: 

 

Windows Azure 

Windows
®

 Azure is a cloud operating system that serves as the development and runtime environment 

for the Azure Services Platform. Windows Azure provides developers with on-demand compute and 

storage to host, scale and manage Web applications on the Internet through Microsoft datacenters. It runs 

applications written utilizing Visual Studio and built on the .NET Framework. In the future, applications 

written in Ruby on Rails and Python will be able to run on Windows Azure, as well as use of Eclipse to 

author applications. 

 

Live Services 

Live Services enables developers to engage large audiences with rich, social-sharing experiences. 

Developers can reach a community of 400 million Windows Live ID users and the experiences, 

relationships and data they care about. Live Services also enable data synchronization and local 

accessibility across many end points including PCs, smartphones and the Web. Also, Live Services uses an 

open-standards programming interface and resource model that spans devices. 

 

Microsoft SQL Services 

Microsoft
 
SQL Services extends the capabilities of Microsoft SQL Server

®
 into the cloud as a Web-based, 

distributed relational database. It provides Web services that enable relational queries, search, and data 

synchronization with mobile users, remote offices and business partners. It can store and retrieve 

structured, semistructured and unstructured data. 



 

Microsoft
 
.NET Services 

Microsoft
 
.NET Services make developing loosely coupled, cloud-based applications easier. .NET Services 

includes hosted workflow execution, a service bus for communicating across applications and services, 

and access control for securing applications. These hosted services allow developers to easily create 

federated applications that span from on-premises environments to the cloud. 

 

Microsoft SharePoint Online and Microsoft Dynamics CRM Online Services 

Coming soon are services from Microsoft Dynamics CRM Online to build stronger customer relationships 

while utilizing the flexibility of the rest of the Azure Services Platform. Microsoft SharePoint Online also 

will offer Web services for developers to compose new applications with the Azure Services Platform to 

offer new choices in collaboration and document sharing. 

 

Benefits of the Azure Services Platform 

The Azure Services Platform is designed to help developers easily create applications for the Web and 

connected devices. The Azure Services Platform offers the greatest flexibility, choice and control in 

reaching users and customers while using existing skills. 

 

Easy developer on-ramp to the cloud. Millions of developers worldwide already use the .NET 

Framework and the Visual Studio development environment. They can now utilize those same skills to 

create cloud-enabled applications that can be written, tested and deployed all from Visual Studio. In the 

near future, developers will be able to deploy applications written on Ruby on Rails and Python as well. 

 

Agile and rapid results. Applications can be deployed to the Azure Services Platform with the click of a 

button. Changes can be made quickly and without downtime, making it an ideal platform for affordably 

experimenting and trying new ideas. 

 

Ability to imagine and create new user experiences. The Azure Services Platform enables developers to 

create Web, mobile or hybrid applications that use the cloud with on-premises applications. With the 

ability of Live Services to reach more than 400 million Live Services users, the Azure Services Platform 

creates opportunities to interact with and reach users in new ways. 

 

Standards-based compatibility. The Azure Services Platform supports industry-standard protocols, 

including HTTP, REST, SOAP, RSS, and Atom Publishing Protocol (AtomPub), for consuming, exposing and 

integrating with third-party services. Developers can easily integrate applications built on a variety of 

different technologies and operating systems. 

 

The Value of the Azure Services Platform 

The Azure Services Platform offers businesses and users flexibility, control and an affordable solution for 

running Internet-scale applications. The highly secure, reliable services are offered on a pay-as-you-go 

basis and help eliminate tedious and expensive infrastructure management and planning. 

 

The Azure Services Platform enables software vendors, corporate IT groups and startups to focus on their 

business and user needs first. 

 

Pay-as-you-grow. Customers pay only for what they use, whether they need all the platform capabilities 

or just certain components of the offering. 

 



Simplified capacity planning. The Azure Services Platform accommodates elastic demand by 

provisioning computing and services capacity as business needs change, thus simplifying planning for, 

purchasing and provisioning of expensive infrastructure to meet unpredictable spikes in usage. 

 

Reliable. Running in Microsoft’s datacenters, Azure Services Platform is designed for millions of users and 

maximizes the uptime of business applications. 

 

Simple infrastructure management. Infrastructure management is now an easy configuration task in a 

Web browser. The Azure Services Platform manages critical operating system updates and management 

tasks, giving developers control of the environment while letting them focus on the needs of their users. 

 

New life for existing investments. The Azure Services Platform can be used to provide new capabilities 

to existing on-premises and Web applications. It can be integrated into existing applications or used to 

expose on-premises application services to consumers, business partners or other organizations. 


