
operatorô in ô08.       

Knowing what our    

Steering Committee want 

means youôll be a sure 

thing when it comes to 

application success.  We 

hope you find some 

enlightenment from this 

easy read. 

 

Find out where the current 

Innovation Centre       

projects are at and when 

you can get your hands on 

the juicy IP to replicate 

them.   

 

Remember too that     

Deployment Funding is 

also within reach to help 

your organisation by    

installing the latest tech-

With Christmas just 

around the corner, the 

Microsoft elves are     

anxious to prime them-

selves for champagne and 

roast turkey.  In the  

meantime though,  these  

workers are busy with the 

imminent funding round 

and current projects, not 

to mention brand new 

Hewlett-Packard       

sponsored BladeServers 

on the horizon! 

 

Before leaping into the 

New Year, we thought 

weôd share a few of the 

inside tips on how to get 

your hands on Microsoft 

money to make sure your 

organisation is a ósmooth 

nology, like Vista,     

Windows Server, Groove, 

Office and Unified Com-

munications. 

 

Enjoy reading our last 

issue this year.   

 

Merry Christmas and 

happy innovating in 2008! 

Jo 

 

 

Editorôs Welcome 

MS Calls for Applications  

Got a business issue?  

Want a solution?  The 

Microsoft Innovation 

Centre is now accepting 

applications for the March 

2008 round of             

Deployment Funding. 

 

Deployment funding is 

available to assist govern-

ment agencies in         

deploying the latest re-

lease or beta versions of 

Microsoft products.    

 

The funding is allocated 

in alignment with G2006 

framework agreement and 

the New Zealand        

governmentôs IT strategy. 

 

Any government agency 

licensed under the G2006 

framework agreement is 

eligible to apply for this 

funding and with       

thousands of dollars avail-

able every quarter year, 

youôd be crazy to wait. 

Check out  

http://

www.microsoft.com/nz/

business/government/

deployment.mspx  

or contact  

icentre@microsoft.com 

for your application.   

 

Put pen to paper now.  

Apply for your opportu-

nity to enhance business 

productivity and increase 

your future potential. 
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Applying for funding is 

never an easy task.  With so 

many organisations now 

seeking funding for anything 

and everything, government 

departments are up against 

the likes of charities and 

other not-for-profit organisa-

tions well-versed in applying 

for the green stuff. 

 

Today, an increasing amount 

of information is available to 

organisations applying for 

funding.  Also growing is the 

competitive funding environ-

ment where the quality and 

quantity of submissions is 

increasing. 

 

The Microsoft funding do-

main is no exception to this 

climate and has developed 

from one category of funding 

in 2002 (Innovation Centre) 

to two categories (Innovation 

Centre and Deployment 

Fund) in 2006. 

 

Microsoft Innovation Centre 

funding has evolved over the 

life of the program based on 

feedback and best practice 

from throughout the world.  

Funding is allocated twice 

each year to government 

agencies for developing 

proof-of-concept solutions to 

their business challenges.  

Completed project          

information is packaged into 

a óKick Start Packô which is 

made freely available to 

other eligible government 

agencies for their use.     

Additional publicity around 

the projects is also sought as 

a way to promote the      

solutions and the fund to 

other potential applicants. 

 

Deployment Funding is 

available up to four times 

each year to help             

government agencies benefit 

from their investment in 

Microsoft technology by 

deploying the latest MS   

applications into their     

organisation. 

 

Microsoftôs Public Sector 

Director, Chris Brice is one 

of five executives who sit on 

the companyôs funding 

Steering Committee.  With 

over 15 years experience 

with the New Zealand public 

sector and an obvious     

advocate of the companyôs 

funding programme, Chris 

enjoys receiving applications 

for innovative ideas with 

future potential. 

 

ñFunding submissions that 

are genuinely innovative and 

offer the potential for broad 

application across many 

agencies are key factors that 

I look for.  Conversely, the 

likelihood that the project 

will be deployed in         

production is a lesser      

consideration.  The focus is 

very much on enabling   

government agencies to  

experiment by developing 

proof-of-concepts in a low 

risk and low cost             

environmentò, says Chris.   

 

Understanding the criteria 

thoroughly before writing a 

submission is probably the 

most important aspect of 

applying for funding.  While 

both MS funding categories 

require government agencies 

to be G2006 licensed* and to 

have executive sponsorship 

in the form of CEO or CIO 

support, beyond that the 

criteria for each fund differ 

significantly and applicants 

need to read the application 

forms and supporting      

information carefully when 

completing submissions.  A 

list of requirements for both 

Innovation Centre and    

Deployment funding is  

available online. 

 

Importantly, a clear, well-

written application that   

provides specific, measur-

able outcomes will surpass 

applications lacking in these 

elements.  

 

ñUnfortunately, I have seen 

situations where potentially 

really great ideas have been 

let down by poorly presented 

applications.  This makes 

assessing them and          

evaluating them against the 

criteria and other            

applications difficultò, says 

Chris. 

 

For the Deployment Fund, 

relating applications to the   

e-Government IT            

requirements is imperative to 

a high score.  The G2006 

framework agreement    

stipulates that applications 

are assessed against the  

extent to which they align 

with e-Government         

priorities.   

 

Outlining a realistic budget 

is always important in any 

funding application.  While 

Innovation Centre           

applications are not initially 

asked to provide a budget 

breakdown, Chris advises 

Deployment Fund applicants 

to discuss their budget break-

down with partners or     

Microsoft Services to ensure 

it is relatively accurate. 
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Successful Funding Applications; MS Director Shares His Thoughts 

 

Then thereôs the obvious óto 

doôsô like completing all 

sections, proof-reading and 

submitting the application 

before the deadline. 

 

ñEach area of the application 

is weighted and the Steering 

Committee must score each 

area.  When an area isnôt 

complete a score cannot be 

given and application     

automatically loses pointsò, 

says Chris. 

 

 

 

So, when are the next     

funding rounds?  Keep your 

eyes peeled to the Microsoft 

websites: 

http://www.microsoft.com/

nz/innovationcentre/

default.mspx for Innovation 

Centre funding or http://

www.microsoft.com/nz/

business/government/

deployment.mspx for  

Deployment Funding.  

 
*
 
The G2006 agreement is the latest 

licensing framework agreed between the 

New Zealand government and Microsoft 

New Zealand. This framework provides 

eligible government agencies with fixed 

licensing costs for Microsoft software 

products for the next three years. 

òFunding 

submissions that 

are genuinely 

innovative and 

offer the potential 

for broad 

application across 

many agencies are 

key factors that I 

look foró. 

Chris Brice,  

Microsoft Public Sector 

Director 

 

òEach area of the 

application is 

weighted and the 

Steering 

Committee must 

score each areaó.   
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Deployment Fund Growing MOSS 
Top dog technology, Microsoft Office 

SharePoint Server 2007 (MOSS), is 

dominating the Deployment Fund 

arena with three of four successful  

projects from the September funding 

round deploying this collaborative 

technology. 

 

Following the Audit New Zealand an-

nouncement that all government    

agencies must comply with the new 

government standard for public records 

by July 2008, MOSS was on the list of 

priorities for most Deployment Fund 

applicants in the last funding round. 

 

The Bay of Plenty District Health 

Board was awarded $50,000 in       

September to pilot the implementation 

of MOSS to manage the governance 

records element of the General       

Disposal Authorities (GDA).  Working 

together with recently established  

company, envisionIT (NZ), the DHB 

are anticipating a seamless transition 

into records management by ensuring 

appropriate retention and disposal of 

the records and ultimately compliance 

with the PRA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EnvisionIT (NZ) Manager, Debbie 

Spring is confident that MOSS will 

provide a strong basis for the Boardôs 

PRA compliance. 

 

 

 

ñThe Bay of Plenty DHB is      

investing significantly in MOSS 

and this project will broaden the 

original requirements to            

incorporate the record keeping 

standards and best practices to 

comply with the PRAò. 

 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Trans-

port was also awarded $50,000 to 

continue their deployment of 

MOSS and customise their intranet 

using this technology to help them 

manage their electronic documents 

and records in order to comply 

with the PRA. 

 

Despite the PRA providing a   

driving force for MOSS deploy-

ment, this technology is also    

increasingly deployed to develop 

customer centricity via the internet 

as well as internal collaboration 

within organisations. 

 

Green body, Environment        

Canterbury succeeded in receiving 

$75,000 towards deploying MOSS 

as well as Microsoft InfoPath 2007 

and Windows Workflow        

Foundation as part of their new 

óoutside inô customer service    

strategy.  These applications will 

be used to develop and pilot    

electronic forms so customers can 

apply for the likes of resource  

consent over the internet.  This 

will encourage cost savings for 

customers through  

 

paying lower fees and an     

enhanced experience from 

faster, more transparent  proc-

essing of applications. 

 

MOSS was introduced in     

November 2006 combining 

Microsoft SharePoint Portal 

Server and Microsoft Content 

Management Server. 

 

A year on, Microsoft Office 

SharePoint Server 2007 is an 

integrated suite of server      

capabilities that can help      

improve organisational        

effectiveness by providing  

comprehensive content       

management and enterprise 

search, accelerating shared  

business processes, and        

facilitating information-sharing 

across boundaries for better 

business insight.  

 

MOSS supports all intranet, 

extranet, and Web applications 

across an enterprise within one 

integrated platform, instead of 

relying on separate fragmented 

systems.   

 

Additionally, this collaboration 

and content management server 

provides IT professionals and 

developers with the platform 

and tools they need for server 

administration, application    

extensibility, and                  

interoperability. 

 

Further information about 

MOSS can be found at  

http://office.microsoft.com/en-

au/sharepointserver/

FX100492001033.aspx 

   

Information about the           

Deployment Fund is available 

by contacting                            

icentre@microsoft.com 

 

òBay of Plenty DHB 

is investing 

significantly in 

MOSS é to comply 

with the PRAó. 

-Debbie Spring 

Manager, envisionIT 

http://office.microsoft.com/en-au/sharepointserver/FX100492001033.aspx
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Free IP Rolls Out of Innovation Centre  

Manager, Scott Wylie 

believes Kick Start Packs 

can be hugely valuable to 

business solutions: 

ñKick Start Packs serve as 

excellent supporting 

documentation toward 

business proposals and are 

also a great way to start 

the creative juices flow-

ing.  The reusable IP   

provided in these Packs is 

a great starting point for 

future developments and I 

believe the agencies in-

volved in these projects 

are great examples of  

forward thinking organi-

sationsò. 

Kick Start Packs are an 

integral part of each    

Innovation Centre project.  

Each Pack is developed 

Three new Kick Start 

Packs are now available 

for Innovation Centre 

projects carried out by 

Land Information New 

Zealand, Ministry of 

Transport and our own 

MOSS for the Public  

Records Act. 

Containing free and reus-

able intellectual property 

(IP), each Pack provides 

project documentation 

and technical information 

that would enable any 

G2006 licensed govern-

ment agency to create the 

same prototype.  In fact, 

agencies are encouraged 

to recreate these          

prototypes. 

Microsoft Services New 

Zealand Practice        

by Microsoft Services and 

a certified partner together 

with the government 

agency.   

A list of Packs can be 

found at  

http://

www.microsoft.com/nz/

innovationcentre/

kickstart.mspx and      

requests can be made by 

emailing  

icentre@microsoft.com 

Kick Start Packs encourage   inno-

vative solutions to business chal-

lenges. 
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Two government agencies 

will be taking a          

technology leap following 

their successful           

applications to the         

Innovation Centre in    

September. 

 

The State Services         

Commission (SSC) is 

ready to fire ahead in the 

New Year to prototype 

Microsoft Windows 

CardSpace.   

 

This technology will be 

prototyped as a          

component in the SSCôs 

new óShared Servicesô 

element of the All-of-

government                   

Authentication            

Programme; a programme 

that develops all-of-

government Shared     

Services related authenti-

cation and identity       

management. 

Programmeôs Government 

Logon Service and       

Identity Verification      

Service, this technology 

will enable users to safely 

provide their digital      

identity to online services. 

 

Microsoftôs Mark Rees 

will work together with 

Datacom and SSC to  

prototype this technology 

over the next four months. 

 

Meanwhile, Statistics 

New Zealand is busy  

prototyping one of the 

first New Zealand       

government trials of   

Microsoft SoftGrid     

Application Virtualisation 

technologies and           

Terminal Services. 

 

Working together with 

Microsoft Services and 

Axon, SNZ will            

investigate how a           

combination of these 

technologies can be used 

to virtualise SNZ legacy 

applications and make 

their imminent upgrade 

to Microsoft Windows 

Vista easier. 

 

Watch this space for 

Kick Start Packs        

containing free IP from 

these projects.  The Packs 

will be available to G2006 

licensed government 

agencies and           

Microsoft certified 

partners next year. 

Government Jumps Ahead With Technology 

http://www.microsoft.com/nz/innovationcentre/kickstart.mspx
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òHPõs 

servers will 

be a great 

addition to 

our Labó 

Microsoft Innovation Centre  

 

Mobil on the Park  

PO Box 27 - 345  

Wellington  

 

Phone:  

04 816 4010  

 

Fax:  

04 473 2676  

 

E- mail: icentre@microsoft.com  

 

Microsoft New Zealand Innovation Centre is grateful for support from these sponsors 
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Hewlett Packard (HP) will 

again grace the Microsoft 

Innovation Centre Lab 

with their latest  Blade-

System c3000 together 

with the latest INTEL 

Quad Core technology.  

This new equipment will 

be installed by January 

next year to provide the 

latest Lab infrastructure in 

a cost effective and green 

way. 

 

Installed in the Microsoft 

office area to conserve 

space in the Lab, this 

equipment will support a 

combination of virtual 

machines and connect to 

some of the most popular 

networking brands and 

standards including 

Ethernet, Fibre Channel 

and InfiniBand. 

 

Microsoft Consultant, Ran 

Mayron also provides Lab 

technology support and is 

HPôs servers will be a 

great addition to our Lab 

and with the chance to 

expend our virtual server 

environment capacity and 

capability giving our users 

increased flexibility to 

work when and where 

they wantò.   

 

The BladeSystem uses 

26% less power than a 

traditional rack system 

and is easier to maintain 

meaning greener, more 

cost effective                   

infrastructure. 

 

Sponsored by  Hewlett 

Packard, Citylink an 

Xtreme Networks, the    

Microsoft Innovation  

Centre Lab is a dedicated 

working space where stu-

dents, industry partners, 

government  

agencies and Microsoft 

staff can work as a team 

on their Innovation Centre 

solution  prototypes. 

LINZ Extends óEarthô 
The concept of óShow and 

Tellô has progressed from the 

classroom to Microsoft Fund-

ing events, with the most re-

cent spectacular a result of the 

Geospatial Feature Locator 

prototype developed by Land         

Information New Zealand, 

Eagle Technology and Micro-

soft. 

 

Held at the Michael Fowler 

Centre on 16   November, the 

event saw about 40 attendees 

wooed by this innovative         

prototype which showed how 

geospatial information could 

be used to locate and request    

information about              

New Zealand property         

parcels. 

         

The prototype was            

demonstrated by Eagle          

Technologyôs Scott Campbell 

who virtually roamed       

Dunedin in his quest for  

property information and 

views of his selected       

property. 

 

ñBuilding this prototype   

allowed us to prove the        

concept of using Microsoftôs 

Virtual Earth tool together 

with geographic data served 

up by ESRIôs ArcGIS Server 

technology. This is           

particularly significant for 

businesses that make of use of 

SQL Server databases for 

their geographic data since 

the latest version of ESRI 

ArcGIS Server now  

supports the SQL Server 

2008 spatial enhancement ï 

thus allowing them to publish 

their spatial data to a much 

wider audience.ò 
 

Although LINZ doesnôt have 

plans to deploy this           

technology in the future, the 

IP from the prototype is 

available to all G2006         

licensed government       

agencies to reproduce for 

their own purposes. 

 

Contact                               

icentre@microsoft.com for a 

copy of the Kick Start Pack 

now. 

forward to setting up the new 

infrastructure. 

 

ñAs the worldôs largest     

software, services and      

solutions provider, itôs       

important that we  

 
stay up-to-date with the  

hardware, we our partners 

and clients use too.  


