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Traveling since the "liquid bomb™ scare has been a pain in the neck.

Just when | didn’t think airp ity co
they manage to surprise me. Really, my minty fresh toothpaste is a

threat to national security u s insi
just stay home and buy stock in Ziploc. B

Looking at the freshly released Fizz Traveller 3 for this review has Flée TROTRRRER

al most made me want to take a trip, and give
something.

Anyone who does much traveling knows how difficult it is to keep all the information you

need strai ght \diweentimg zones, curencigs,ant a@litheigms on your

busy itinerary. On top of that, you have to keep up with airport delays and the weather

wherever you happen to be at the moment. Fizz Traveller does all of this and more. From

international dialing codes to packing lists, almost every tool a traveler could need is included

in a package that’'s not only functional but
Warning to those who | ike |l ong reviews: buck

Traveller includes a Today plug-in, world time and planner, weather and maps, alarms and
stopwatches, travel information, and convers
picture of everything Traveller does, but we have to start somewhere. First, you have to get

the program on your device.

Getting Started

Traveller installs in the usual way, an .exe file that uses ActiveSync. A CAB file is also
available. The program takes up about 6K of storage space and is running without a hitch
from my SD card. The free trial lasts for a brief three days, which seems even shorter after
you get an idea of everything this program can do.

When you launch Traveller for the first time, a setup wizard prompts you for your local city.
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- o | Fizz Traveller oF 4x10:12 X

Welcome Wizard - City Setup
Welcome to Fizz Traveller 3

The setup wizard will quickly get you started.
Enter your local city name and select lookup.

Finishing the wizard brings you to an attrac

screenshot, but the highlighted icon in the right-hand banner gets a tasteful, subtly flashing
backgr ound . Il love Traveller’s graphics, whi

7 o | Fizz Traveller oF 4x10:24 X

Traveller Welcome

® <«

Find Cities

A

As you can see, everything here is finger-friendly. Ever since the launch of the iPhone finger-

friendly applications have been trendy, and Traveller is one of the most successful established
programs to switch to a finger-friendly interface while keeping all its functionality. In other

wor ds, Fizz didn’t just make a few buttons
came up with a winner.

From here, you can activate your product, add more cities, and access the settings. | suggest
you take a look at the General Settings, where you set language, units, and even which part of
Traveller shows up when you start the program.

ch

b
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Fizz Traveller Settings General Settings ; OQ.'.
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'p‘. General Settings
Lo Language : English
~ Start: Now Screen
= €% Themes -

< Time: Local Setting

Temperature: Fahrenheit [FJ

ﬁ Today / Home Screen

Wind: mp/h

Network: Automatic

4 Download:
S
v City : Show City,Country/State

f k) Auto Updates

-
AN

("7 <) Setup Wzard

Services @

One of my few quibbles with the software is that | wish a "units: metric or English" option

had been in the setup wizard so it would take no extra effort to find that setting. Even better,

the program could determine from your local city what units you are likely to want — OK, |
think | heartheFi zz programmers yelling and pulling
marginally unrealistic wishlist.

So with only a couple of settings to select, Traveller is ready to go.
Now Screen

The Now Screen is the heart of Traveller, where all of your most useful information is
collected in one spot. It includes an analog clock, calendar set to your local city, weather for
all your cities, and your alarms. The calendar and "Time Now" for alarms are both pegged to
your local city. The city shown on the analog clock is whichever one is selected in the
weather panel.
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Sydney, Australia

January 2008
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
1 y 3
8 , 10
15 17
22 24

29 . )}

Mon, Jan 28 2008
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E Sydney E

Mon Tue u

Wed Th Fri
‘ # ﬁ P

81°F B85°F B83°F 90°F 68°F

Currently 73°F
( *  Clear. Mild. Time Now : 11:37 AM

Tap to Fetch Weather Tap to Set Alarm

There are a few nifty "hidden features" in the Now Screen, and | bet there are more that |

haven't found scattered through the program.
automatically opens Pocket Outl octutesenit al end a
you have another PIM set as defaul t. |l > ve me
weather box can zip you straight to the full weather feature. Also, tapping the analog clock

makes it go fullscreen into screensaver-suitable beauty, which can be even more fun if you

play with the themes to get your favorite look — more on that later.

International
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Tapping services takes you back to the main screen, where, playing with the pretty icons in
the right-hand ribbon, the cute little globegiv es you access to Travell e
functions: Worldtime, Meetings, Dialcodes, Daylight, and MoonPhase.
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International

L J

|

Lo

|

Wi

i

g
g

These are most wuseful if you have some inter

7 o | Fizz Traveller oF 4x 10:43 X
Fizz Traveller City Selection '
<
Find City sy
Sydney, Australia (GMT+10:00) inc DST

Syracuse, N.Y. (GMT-05:00) inc DST

Show My Cities Only

Done 12

Worldtimeisanat-a-gl ance view of the time in all of vy
have two.
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11:52 AM Sun, Jan 27 2008

Nashville, Tenn.

4:52 AM Mon, Jan 28 2008

Sydney, Australia 4

Sydney
# (GMT+10:00) inc DST

68/81 Global DialCode : 061

Meetings lets you translate a given time in your city to the ungodly hour your colleagues

would be talking to you from,. It s even easy
Traveller, you won’t be "that person" who se
3am their time.

f' | Fizz Traveller oF 4x10:43 X
Date 1/27/08
Sat, Jan 26

Local Time Nashville Sydney

Midnight Midnight Sun 5:00 PM
Sun 1:00 AM Sun 1:00 AM Sun 6:00 PM
Sun 2:00 AM Sun 2:00 AM Sun 7:00 PM
Sun 3:00 AM Sun 3:00 AM Sun 8:00 PM
Sun 4:00 AM Sun 4:00 AM Sun 9:00 PM

Sun 5:00 AM Sun 5:00 AM Sun 10:00 PM
Sun 6:00 AM Sun 6:00 AM Sun 11:00 PM
Sun 7:00 AM Sun 7:00 AM Midnight

Sun 8:00 AM Sun 8:00 AM Mon 1:00 AM
Sun 9:00 AM Sun 9:00 AM Mon 2:00 AM

Sun/20:00AM | SUNI0:00AM  Mon 2:00 AM
Sun 11:00 AM Sun 11:00 AM Mon 4:00 AM
Mon, Jan 28
2
Dialcodes is reasonably self-e x pl anat ory: i t’ s aintdrmnatisnal of ..di al
phone calls are a beast. Daylight is a pretty world map with your cities highlighted, also self-
explanatory. Il " m not really sure why MoonPha

awesome. Especially for all the businesswerewolves among us.
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E] Sydney, Australia E]
Mon, Jan 28 2008
3:45 AM

Sunrise : 6:14 AM Sets : 8:02 PM

Longitude : 151° 00" West, Latitude : 34° 00" South

Services Z Menu

Weather

The weather options on Traveller are robust enough to satisfy all but the most fanatical sky-

wat chers. Since obtaining Traveller, 1’>ve un
— Traveller doesalmostasmuch as the dedicated weather pro
use.

7 o | Fizz Traveller Ps 4x 10:22 (X

Weather & Maps

Forecasts come in 2-day and 7-day flavors, with current conditions displayed at the bottom.
Selectingoneofthei cons makes details for that time fr
space-efficient way to pack in a lot of information.
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Nashville, Tenn.
Sun, Morning. Mostly sunny. Cold. Wind 2 mph W

Morning Afternoon Evening Night ﬁ

30°F  S4°F  48°F  31°F ﬂ
Momning Afternoon Evening  Night ﬁ

# rp’ g'
33°F 1°F 50°F

Currently: 34°F Nashville
Partly sunny. Chilly.

Wind 6 mph NW, Visibility 16.09 miles
Baro 1881mb, Comfort 30°F
Sun, 27 Jan 2008 10:13:24 CST 4

Services

Mapsi ncl ude, by default, forecast, -cefoddel | it e,
option so you can select your favorite weather url or webcam to feed into Traveller. Zoom

and drag functions are available through Menu and work well. Although the screenshot is

obviously a freeze-frame, satellite and radar images are played as a several-hour loop that

runs smoothly.

7 o | Fizz Traveller *e 4x 10:25 X

Nashville, Tenn.

IR Secline 172508 L19rm 151 CuntemBeer Inc

Services

|l " m not sure how accurate Airport is about p
experience with it. | alfsoor dhoonl’itd akyn otw ahfofw cw el
not a lot going on at the end of January. However, if it turns out to be as trustworthy as the

rest of Traveller, this is one cool feature.
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Nashville, Tenn.
Mon Night. Rain delay. Low cloud delay

Moming Afternoon Evening Night

Momlng Afternoon Evenlng nght

OQQG

0-15

Airport: Nashville
Sun, 27 Jan 2008 07:06:30 CST

Services &

The other major feature people expect in a weather app is a Today plug-in, and yeah,
Traveller has that too. The plug-in can display either a simple time-and-forecast or a more in-
depth tabbed view that is basically the Now Screen on your Today screen. Both handle

cycling through your cities, provide an easy way to launch Traveller, and look good while

doing it.
7o | start o3 fx 11:02 7o | start o} 4x 10:57

O Sunday, January 27, 2008

7. Time

Nashville
10:57 AM
1/27/08

O Sunday, January 27, 2008

#.. Sydney, Australia

4:02 AM Mon Tue Wed
1/28/08 81° 85° 83

Forecast Current

Sydney
3:57 AM
1/28/08

Psychiatry

Tomorrow: Morning report

7:10AM-8:00AM (VPH 3rd floor conf.)

4 Active tasks
Apps

Medical System

Psychiatry

Tomorrow: Morning report
7:10AM-8:00AM (VPH 3rd floor conf.)

4 Active tasks
Apps
= n

Medical

System

With all of these features, Traveller removes the need for a separate weather program for

most users.

Alarms & Counters

|l " ve already wuninstal/l

cutting loose Spb Time.

ed my weather progr am.
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Alarms & Counters

Counter

We’' ve already had a | ook at alarms in the No
time reminder. However, Traveller can handle more advanced needs, too.

HL | Fizz Traveller o 4x12:44 X

Repeat

Working Week
IE LIL' Days

M T W T F S S

Name New Alarm
Message Alarm Message
Local Device Time
Volume : Current Profile
Play Sound : Continuous

Snooze : 5 Minutes

Vibrate

Via
\ )“. Play Sound

Set Alarm Cancel

The other two functions in this category, Stopwatch and Counter (really countdown) are
essentially what you would expect. Stopwatch counts up from zero and supports lap times.
Counter can hold up to four countdown intervals that you specify, suitable for everything
from regulating your power nap to getting your spaghetti al dente Traveller keeps your
device from going to sleep while these functions are running.

Travel Information
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Hang in there, we’re nearedsymuchotuffentoontlitttes no't
program. By now you may be wondering if Traveller does anything to help you with actual
traveling. Oh, ye of little faith. Of course it does!

," | Fizz Traveller @ 4x 10:22 X

Travel Information

Flights Airports

~r %
! > v
=~ [l

Packing Itinerary

Airports is a simple A-to-Zed listing of airports, sortable by either name or three-letter code.
Itinerary is a handy place to store all of the details about upcoming trips, including flight
times, confirmation numbers, hotel and rental car information, and so on. | used to put most
of this in my calendar program, but Traveller makes inputting all that data much easier. You
can view your Pocket Outlook calendar and make new appointments using links from
Traveller, but I would like to see even stronger calendar integration so | can directly export
my itinerary to my PIM of choice.

Packing is basically a list program with several pre-programmed templates for different kinds
of trips. While this is a nice idea, as the program is currently, I do not have enough control
over editing the template items to make Packing as much of a time saver as it should be.
Once a list is set up, though, using it to mark off or flag items is easy.
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7 o | Fizz Traveller +% 4x 10:26
'L-}] New Empty List

Items : 0

@ Family Vacation

Items : 80 (Template)

Items : 21 (Tempiate)

@ Toiletries and Personal Care
lﬂ Technology and Media

— Ttems : 9 (Template)
ﬂ Business Travel
L—: Items : 49 (Tempiate)

e Trip Documents
“ Items : 11 (Template)

[¢ ] Money
Items : 13 (Template)

| ' v eFlighteuhtit the end of this section because it is the only feature in Traveller that you

have to pay extra for. Ten flight requests a
the tune of $4.95 per quarter. It delivers real-time information on ETA, delays, even gate and

baggage claim numbers.

7 o | Fizz Traveller +5 4x 10:26 X

(<] New Flight Request... [>]
Airline Airline name or code
Flight# 1 Today
Lookup Flight Status

No Flight Information

Conversions
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Conversions

-

Temperature -

r e

~

&

Travell er’ s conv e ams ¢yt usd Jinply &jsisting anembdrinang o u g h
line converts it to the corresponding values in all the others. The only exceptions are clothing

sizes, which are just tables, and currency, which should be updated to the latest exchange

rates for accurate values. (Darn but the dollar is weak.)

7 o | Fizz Traveller + 4x 10:28 X
E Currency E]

1.000 € ’

i EUR - European Euro v

0.673 £
GBP - U.K. Pound Sterling

1.340 %

USD - U.S. Dollar

Rates : Last updated Mon, Jan 21

And finally, thmat' s all the features. Al
Personalization and Other Random Stuff

Remember the Settings screen from way back a
without discussing the many ways you can make Traveller yours. The great thing is that the

default settings will be finefor t he maj ority of wusers, but if
to know about some of the tweaks.
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Fizz Traveller Settings

,hg-' General Settings

™

= €% i Themes

~

51
;,/ Today / Home Screen

Downloads

v

( ‘;’ Auto Updates

!
~
/.

) Setup Wizard

Services @

This is the place you set the options for the Today plug-in, which are naturally more detailed
than picking a skin. How fast do you want the cities to rotate? Do you want to see the day or
the date? How tall do you want your plug-in? I really like the preview that lets you see the
effects of your changes right there.

Also, this is where you schedule updates and tell Traveller what it should download each time
it updates. Updating can be done either through a wireless connection or when docked, using
ActiveSync.

K. | Fizz Traveller o q4%11:50 (X

*
Ll' \\
u_ ; y‘\-

Themes

-
Select the colors and clock face { 8
you'd like to see used, \

[«] Clock: default [»]
Skin: Default
Text Color: Default

~

Color: Default

Have you noticed how most of my screenshots have had dark blue backgrounds but a few
have beenteal ? That’' s because, in the default skin
to your Today theme. On the other hand, if you want loud, you can go loud.
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Hmm, | may have to keep that. Anyway, Traveller comes with a nice selection of skins but

only two clocks. Those in the know can up their clock options to eight by going here.

Between changing skin, clock, text color, and accent color, there are tons of ways to make
Traveller’”s |1 ook f it —ynomoreofphisdowntoadiaglandt vy . It s
installing skins business, and no awkward, hidden checklist to deal with.

Conclusion

Traveller is one of the most impressive programs | have looked at in terms of feature list,
visual style, and ease of interactioon. | f th
perform, just tap the Menu softkey and chances are good that it will be there. Navigation
through the program makes sense, and | like the way Fizz has used the concept of tabs to
organi ze most of thei+I|pdgeseaprolegalbngak eer mi sn’
integration, and the Packi ngbuttooilt 'dso epsrne ttt ys e

Word on the street is Traveller 4 will add a GPS navigation program and maps, including bus,

subway, and rickshaw routes for all major cities. Kidding! Seriously, though, it seems like

that' s about all Traveller doesn’t have. At
morning coffee.

Maybe it’s the gorgeous graphics and superbl
Traveller is a Swiss Army knife of a program that combines half a dozen very useful tools

into a user-friendly and well-integrated package. Either way, Traveller will be staying on my

device for a long time.

Vital Stats

Fizz Traveller 3.0 is available for touchscreen and non-touchscreen Windows Maobile
devices. Price is $29.95, which is very fair given the feature list. Additionally, Fizz is offering
a 15% discount on their site to celebrate the launch. You can pick up Traveller from Fizz or
here at the JAMM store.
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