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Abstract

This technical brief provides an in-depth look at the features and functionality of
Windows® Home Server Home Computer Backup and Restore.

To learn more about other aspects of Windows Home Server, please visit the Microsoft
Web site (http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?Linkld=100260).
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Home Computer Backup Overview

Windows® Home Server will automatically backup your home computers to the home
server and allow you to easily restore the entire computer or an individual file or folder to
a previous point in time. The Windows Home Server Backup solution backs up only the
data that has not already been backed up. Even if you have several copies of the same
data on different computers, the data is backed up only once on your home server and
your home server keeps track of what data was stored on each home computer on each
day. This makes it efficient in the time it takes for backups to complete and the amount of
space that is used on your home server.

Features and Functionality

The core features of Windows Home Server Home Computer Backup and Restore are:

1 Performs Automated Daily Backup of your Home Computers

Computer backups are automatically configured when you install the Windows Home
Server Connector software on your home computers. Backup is performed on a daily
basis for every configured computer. You can connect 10 computers at one time to
Windows Home Server.

1 Restores an Entire Home Computer

If you want to restore your computer to a previous point in time, you restart the home
computer from the Home Computer Restore CD. The computer connects to your
home server and provides a wizard to follow for restoring a single hard drive or
multiple hard drives from the backup of that computer that is stored on your home
server.

1 Restores Individual Files and Folders

You can also restore individual files or folders by selecting a specific backup of a
home computer from the Windows Home Server Console application. Windows
Explorer displays a window with the files and folders that were backed up for that
computer on that day. You can drag individual files or entire folders from this window
to your Windows Desktop or another location on your home computer.



Benefits

Windows Home Server Home Computer Backup is unique compared to other solutions.
Some of the benefits are:

1 Peace of Mind

Imagine the peace of mind that comes from automatic daily backups. Windows Home
Server helps keep your family's important files safe, backing up every computer in
your home, every day.

I Simple to Restore an Entire Computer

You can restore a home computer to a previous point in time by using the Home
Computer Restore CD and answering a few questions.

i Saves Disk Space on Your Home Server

When your home server has a copy of a given piece of data, it keeps track of which
home computer had that data on which day. The data is only stored once on the
home server.

1 Saves Time

When your home server has a copy of a given piece of data, it does not have to be
copied to the server again even if the data is on another home computer. After you
initially back up your first personal computer, subsequent backups take less time to
complete. In a home network, there are many duplicate files on your home
computers, especially the files belonging to the operating systems and applications
that are installed on every computer.



Backup and Restore In Depth

This section of the technical brief explains how Windows Home Server Home Computer
Backup and Restore works.

Windows Home Server Console

The Windows Home Server Console provides you with the ability to see which home
computers have been configured to be backed up and the backup status of each of your
home computers. After you install Windows Home Server Connector on each of your
home computers, they are automatically backed up each night to your home server.

The options on the Computers & Backup tab allow you to:

1 View Backups Browse the existing backups of a home computer.

1 Backup Now Initiate a manual backup of a home computer.

1 Configure Backup Change the backup settings of a home computer.

1 Remove Computer Delete computer and backups from the home server.

Figure 1: Windows Home Server Computers & Backup tab



