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	Instructions: Use the following process when determining how you will package software. 

	Packaging Software Issue
	Notes

	1. Determine if the application you plan to deploy provides a native Windows Installer package. 
	

	2. If it is a native Windows Installer package, determine if user requirements might involve further customization of the installation, such as adding new features or custom templates, or specifying that certain components of the application install on demand. 
	

	3. If the application does not include a native Windows Installer package, determine if the application:

	Justifies your re-authoring the application to include a native .msi file. 
	

	Will be repackaged.
	

	Justifies creating only a .zap file. If you re-author the application, you need the following:

All the source code, executable files, and dynamic link libraries (DLLS) for the application.

An understanding of the application, the registry entries, shortcuts, and other information that is needed for it to execute correctly.

Developer assistance to repackage the application, depending on your development skills.

A packaging tool, such as Microsoft® Visual Studio® Installer, InstallShield for Windows Installer, or Wise for Windows Installer. 
	

	4. If you repackage the application, you need a repackaging tool (such as, WinINSTALL LE by VERITAS, which is inherent in Windows 2000). 
	

	5. If you decide to create a .zap file, the application is most likely not mission-critical and will be published for users. Remember, you cannot assign .zap files.
	


NOTE: This worksheet is associated with “Chapter 8. Deploying a Managed Software Environment” in the Designing a Managed Environment book.
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