	Worksheet A.37 Collecting User State Information

	Prepared By
	
	Date
	

	Instructions: The chapter "Migrating User State" in the Designing a Managed Environment book of the Windows Server 2003 Deployment Kit identifies several methods for collecting user state information. Use this worksheet as a guide to help you choose the most suitable method for your organization. 

	Method
	Considerations for Decision-Making
	Notes

	Manual
	Are technicians available to go to each client computer? 
	

	
	Is data primarily stored in expected locations?
	

	Scripting
	Is someone available to write and test the script? 
	

	
	Does scripting alone give you the flexibility you need to collect all the data and settings?
	

	In-house tool
	Are development staff members available to write and test an in-house tool?
	

	
	Is this option cost-effective?
	

	Third party tool
	Are staff members available, if necessary, to modify a third-party tool to suit your needs?
	

	
	Is this option cost-effective?
	

	User State Migration Tool
	Are staff members available who know the registry well enough to modify its default settings, if necessary?
	

	User Driven Migration
	Is central management in place for a deployment?
	

	
	Do your users know how to use the File and Settings Transfer Wizard?
	

	
	Is it acceptable for your organization to have minimal control over what is migrated, even though it means having a less standardized desktop?
	


NOTE: This worksheet is associated with “Chapter 6. Migrating User State” in the Designing a Managed Environment book.
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