	Worksheet A.25 Preparing a Group Policy Staging Environment

	Prepared By
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	Instructions: Use these criteria to choose a Group Policy staging approach. 

	Staging Method
	Considerations for Decision Making

	Staging domain within the production forest.
	Is the domain sufficiently isolated from the production environment to ensure testing does not affect it?

	Staging forest with no trusts to the production forest.
	Do you require the flexibility and protection that isolation provides without the ease of moving data and settings between forests?

	Staging forest with trusts to the production forest.
	Although trust enables easier migration and better use of GPMC tools, can you allow users in one environment to access resources in the other?

	Prepare the staging environment, ensuring that it is running at the same operating system, service pack and hot fix levels as your production environment.

	Configuration Issue
	Notes

	1. What hardware do you need to set up to produce a testing and staging environment that reflects what computers and users in your production environment will see when new or changed GPOs are applied?
	

	2. Does your production forest have workstations located across slow network links from your domain controllers? If so, you will need to duplicate slow links in your staging environment. 
	


NOTE: This worksheet is associated with “Chapter 3. Staging Group Policy Deployments” in the Designing a Managed Environment book.
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