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	Instructions: To understand the performance issues between the client computers and the software distribution point servers in your organization, perform these tasks (not necessarily in this order) in your test lab.

	Performance Issue
	Notes

	1. Determine if the installation of the software is assigned or published (optional), and if the assignment is to users or computers.
	

	2. Consider the distance of the software distribution point server from the targeted users. 
	

	3. Measure how long it takes for a particular package to go from a software distribution point server to a client.
	

	4. Test the performance of the most common client and server access circumstances, the least common client and server access circumstances, and worst-case situations. Specifically, measure how long it takes for software to be distributed in each of these situations.
	

	5. Estimate how many users are likely to access a package at one time. 
	

	6. Test potential issues in a lab and determine what might happen on the network if a given number of users access a specified software distribution point simultaneously, installing a 10 MB application, a 50 MB application, a 100 MB application, and so on.
	

	7. After you have determined your network capacity and have identified slow link connections, and have identified and resolved performance issues between client computers and software distribution point servers, you must configure the software distribution point servers.
	

	8. To help you decide how to manage software distribution point servers, determine whether you require any of the following:
	

	Fault tolerance
	

	Load balancing
	

	Multiple, transparent (to the users) distributed software distribution servers
	


NOTE: This worksheet is associated with “Chapter 8. Deploying a Managed Software Environment” in the Designing a Managed Environment book.
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