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	Instructions: Use these questions as a checklist for testing and deploying new Group Policy settings.

	Testing or Deployment Issue
	Notes

	1. If you build a separate forest for staging, what name services integration will you use? DNS or Windows Internet Name Service (WINS)?
	

	2. Are your staging and production forests running at Windows Server 2003 forest functional level? If so, and you want to create inter-forest trusts between the two forests, then DNS integration is required.
	

	3. Are you running at Windows 2000 forest functional level? If so, you must have the WINS service available and integrated between the two forests to create the required trusts.
	

	4. Do you need to create a separate DNS infrastructure for your staging environment? 
	

	5. Are you using Active Directory–integrated DNS in your production forest? If so, Active Directory–integrated zones cannot support clients from foreign forests. If you plan to create trusts between your staging and production forests, the name services infrastructure in each forest must be aware of the other.
	

	6. When you are ready to deploy Group Policy into production, what time of day will the deployment affect the least possible number of users?
	

	7. Have you considered deploying Group Policy on an iterative basis, by implementing several GPOs at a time?
	

	8. Do you have any special considerations that need to be taken account such as an Active Directory infrastructure that spans multiple time zones?
	


NOTE: This worksheet is associated with “Chapter 3. Staging Group Policy Deployments” in the Designing a Managed Environment book.
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