
FR
O

M EDITOR
Most people have acknowledged the need to be ‘greener’, but 
doing something about is rather harder. Turning down the 
thermostat seems a good idea until you start shivering; cycling 
to work loses its appeal in the pouring rain. Fortunately, 
we can do a lot to make our companies more eco-friendly 
without damaging their business competitiveness.

Simple steps like using power management on our PCs 
can make a substantial saving in CO2 emissions. We’ve 
several articles in this issue looking at ways you can make a 

difference to the environmental impact your company makes, so if you want to find 
the ten steps to being an environmental leader, or you’re trying to decide whether it’s 
greener to sleep or hibernate, we’ve got the information you need. 

If you want to find out even more about being environmentally sensitive, we’ve 
recently launched a new website dedicated to showing how we at Microsoft and 
our partners are using technology alongside best business practices to minimise our 
environmental impact. The site also has advice on how you can make a difference. You 
can check it out at www.microsoft.com/environment

Virtualisation is another important tool in the campaign for being green. Many 
servers are underused because administrators don’t want to mix server applications 
on the same system. If you virtualise your servers, you can make more effective use 
of the hardware without running the risk of cross-application complexities. Many 
companies have reduced the number of servers they run, so reducing the power 
required in their data centre. Others have re-used the servers freed by virtualisation to 
avoid buying new hardware. In this issue, we look at Microsoft’s overall virtualisation 
strategy; there’ll be lots more on virtualisation in our next issue. 

SQL Server 2008 has now been released to manufacture (RTM), and to celebrate 
this we have articles telling you what’s new and exciting about the software, along 
with an in-depth look at the new data types and what they can give you. The new 
version of SQL Server is packed with new features and enhancements designed 
to improve performance, increase security, and make life better for database 
administrators. There are also great articles on security and compliance. 

Hopefully you will know this from the TechNet Newsletter, but unfortunately we 
have had to reduce the magazine’s frequency from bimonthly to quarterly. The next 
issues you receive will be in November, March and May. Meanwhile, enjoy what’s in 
store for you here and I hope it encourages you in your steps to be green.
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