
As you glance down the list of contents this month, you’ll 
undoubtedly notice a certain theme to the articles; you might 
even come to the conclusion we’ve gone virtualisation mad. 
If that is the conclusion you’ve reached, I’d beg to differ. I 
like to feel that the editorial team here on TechNet Magazine 
is cool headed and takes a clear view of what will make 
useful reading for you, and the fact that we have so many 
features on the theme of virtualisation is a reflection of just 
how useful and important a topic we feel virtualisation is. 
Sometimes a topic really is that important. 

Virtualisation is not a new technique, but it’s a technique whose day has come. 
We’ve reached the stage where the power of modern hardware is matched by the 
sophistication and maturity of virtualisation software. The current generation 
of powerful, multicore processors and new hypervisor technology provides the 
virtualisation backbone you need in your drive to reduce costs, simplify management 
and establish sustainable computing practices. With this in mind, in this issue you’ll 
find articles detailing the new Hyper-V platform in Windows Server 2008, tools for 
managing a virtual environment, techniques for deploying virtual apps, and more. 

In addition to our virtualisation-fest in the magazine, Microsoft is running a 
series of on-demand webcasts for System Center Virtual Machine Manager 2008, 
Microsoft Application Virtualization 4.5 and the new Microsoft Hyper-V Server 2008. 
The Get Virtual Now webcasts give you a great way to explore the world of server 
virtualisation. For example, you can choose to take a look at a 360-degree view inside 
the Virtual World; find out “Why Customers Are Virtualising Their Applications and 
How You Can Make a Success of It”, or experience “Windows Server Virtualisation 
under the Hood.” You can find all the webcasts online at www.microsoft.com/events/
series/windowsserver2008.aspx. If you want to see the products in real life, sign up to 
one of our Virtualisation Unplugged tour dates taking place in November and January 
at www.microsoft.com/uk/virtualisationunplugged

Of course, there’s more to running a successful IT department than virtualisation. 
You need to provide the business tools your users want no matter where they are and 
what device they’re using, so we’re also showing you how to take you line-of-business 
applications mobile. If your business people are telling you they need to be able to use 
their CRM or ERP applications no matter where they’re working, this is the article 
you need to find out how to do it.

Happy virtual reading
  

Georgina Mitcham, IT Professional Audience Manager
e-mail: gmitcham@microsoft.com   blog: http://blogs.technet.com/curiousgeorge
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A series of events designed to show you how to 
make use of virtualisation “end-to-end” in your  
organisation is taking place across the UK. 

Virtualisation Unplugged consists of a  
number of full-day events with technical  
sessions in which attendees will discover a full set of  
virtualisation solutions, from desktop to data  
centre. The solutions are designed to improve 
business continuity and maximise ROI through-
out your organisation. 

The agenda for the events starts with the  
importance of Green IT and how virtualisation 

is a key tool in the drive to be greener. Attendees 
go on to learn how to build a virtualised envi-
ronment using Hyper-V, and how to manage a  
virtualised environment using System Center. 
Other sessions look at desktop and applications 
virtualisation, and there’s an “ask the experts”  
session to enable attendees to ask about their  
particular virtualisation queries. 

Events are being held from November to January 
in locations from Edinburgh to London. You can 
find out more and register for the UK events at:  
www.microsoft.com/uk/virtualisationunplugged
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Only six months after 
public availability, the 
beta release of Microsoft 
Office Live Workspace 
has reached the one-
million-customer  
sign-up milestone. 

The Office Live 
Workspace beta is the 
free, web-based extension 
of Microsoft Office that 
lets people access their 
documents online and 
share their work with 

others. In its first six 
months, 11 languages 
and 20 new features have 
been added – including 
multi-file upload,  
activity panels and 
improved Firefox 
support. Other 
enhancements include 
the ability to receive 
e-mail notifications 
about changes made 
to workspaces or 
documents, and direct 
links so that people can 
bookmark a workspace or 
a workspace item  
via a unique URL in a 
browser window.

Find it at: http://
workspace.officelive.com

One million strong Internet Explorer® 8 will be 
available this month, with a 
collection of new features, 
enhanced navigation and increased 
performance. One new feature 
of the browser is Accelerators. 
These provide shortcuts to a range 
of activities in browser 
use such as mapping 
directions, translating 
words, emailing and 
blogging. For example, if 
there’s an address on a 
webpage, you can view it in a map 
by clicking on the “Map with Live 
Maps” Accelerator. 

Users will be able to choose 
which Accelerators are enabled 
and which service providers are 
associated with an Accelerator, so 
you could get definitions from one 
site, view maps from a second site, 
and search with a third.

Microsoft has partnered with 
companies like eBay, Yahoo!, 
Wikipedia, Amazon and Facebook, 
which have created site specific 
Accelerators. 

Another enhancement is InPrivate 
Browsing, where individual users 

can browse without leaving 
a visible history for other 
users of the same computer. 

Web Slices are another 
addition – these let you 
see new information from 

frequently updated sites directly 
from the Favorites Bar. The idea 
is that instead of visiting a sports 
site for scores, or financial site for 
prices, you add a Web Slice to the 
Favorites Bar, and the information 
will updated. 

There’s also an enhanced Search 
box, and new security features. Find 
out more at: www.microsoft.com/

Enhanced online exploration

An application that allows users to 
create collages from individual photo-
graphs has been developed by Microsoft 
Research. AutoCollage 2008 converts 
individual images into 
a single collage image 
that can be printed; 
used in e-postcards, 
web pages or desk-
top backgrounds; or 
e-mailed to family and 
friends. AutoCollage 
processes the imag-
es using three main  

criteria to choose the best elements to 
feature in the collages it creates. The 
software selects images that are most 
representative of the overall theme, 

and avoids duplications. 
The image is then laid out so that 

one image overlay does not dominate 
the collage, and that important parts 

of the photos are visible. 
Finally, the images are 
blended together so the 
joins aren’t visible

AutoCollage runs 
on Windows Vista and 
Windows XP SP2 and 
later, and is available 
worldwide through a 30-
day free trial. 

More fun with photos – forget the scissors

Try it out at: http://research.microsoft.com/autocollage/Download.aspx

Virtualisation launch events 
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The next generation of Windows Live™ is 
now available. Windows Live is an integrat-
ed set of personal Internet services and soft-
ware. The applications are free to download, 
and cover four areas – communication, shar-

ing and social networking, anywhere access 
and safety. New features in Windows Live 
include enhanced e-mail, instant messaging, 
photo and video offerings. Find out more at:  
http://home.live.com/ 

Companies using Microsoft 
BizTalk® to integrate 
heterogeneous systems, line-
of-business applications, 
mainframes and trading 
partners will now have easier 
access to the SWIFT financial 
communications system. 
Microsoft has signed a global 
partnership agreement with 
the Society for Worldwide 
Interbank Financial 

Telecommunication (SWIFT), 
the first results of which are 
the Microsoft BizTalk Server 
2009 with BizTalk Accelerator 
for SWIFT. 

This will give financial 
institutions connectivity 
between Microsoft BizTalk 
Server and the SWIFT secure 
IP network. It also includes 
business activity monitoring, 
providing operations 

managers and business 
analysts with enhanced 
visibility into transactions. 

Microsoft’s technologies  
that enable SWIFT connectivity 
also allow organisations to  
take advantage of industry 
standards such as XML and  
ISO 20022. 

For more information 
visit: www.microsoft.com/
financialservices 

Virtualisation spans mixed environments
Organisations running mixed-source environments 
are being offered a joint virtualisation solution 
from Microsoft and Novell. The offer includes 
SUSE® Linux Enterprise Server from Novell® 
configured and tested as an optimised guest op-
erating system running on Windows Server 2008 
Hyper-V. This is the first complete, fully support-
ed and optimised virtualisation solution to span 
Windows and Linux environments.

The virtualisation solution is the first to include 
technology developed at the joint Interoperability 
Lab, including virtual machine adapters built to 
optimise SUSE Linux Enterprise Server as an en-
lightened guest operating system on Windows 
Server 2008 Hyper-V. ‘Enlightened’ is a term for 

an optimised guest operating system. 
Microsoft and Novell signed an agreement in 

November 2006 covering four areas of techni-
cal collaboration: virtualisation, standards-based 
systems management, identity federation and 
document format compatibility. Since then, the 
companies have announced three other areas of 
collaboration: Moonlight, accessibility and a new 
SUSE Linux Enterprise Server management pack 
for Microsoft System Center product. With the 
new Linux Enterprise Server management pack, 
Microsoft System Center customers can manage 
Windows and Linux environments, both physical 
and virtual, from one common tool. 

For more visit: www.moreinterop.com

SWIFT financial connectivity

Windows Live 3 for your social life

Tech•Ed Europe has just ended. 
5,000 delegates attended the 
conference in Barcelona to 
learn how to architect, plan, 
deploy, manage and secure 
a connected enterprise from 
Microsoft experts. Find 
out what you missed at: 
www.microsoft.com/emea/
teched2008/itpro

Tech•Ed Europe  

Visual Studio® SP1

PC fashion statement at PROJECT

Service packs for Microsoft Visual 
Studio 2008 SP1 and Microsoft 
.NET Framework 3.5 SP1 have 
been released. The packs contain a 
number of updates plus new features 
including the .NET Framework 
Client Profile for faster deployment 
of Windows-based applications, 
multiple enhancements to ASP.
NET, and support for database 
application development through 
the ADO.NET Entity Framework, 
ADO.NET Data Services and 
integration with SQL Server® 2008.
For more on Visual Studio 2008 SP1 
visit: http://www.microsoft.com/ 
uk/visualstudioSP1installer 
For more  on .NET Framework 3.5 SP1 
visit: http://www.microsoft.com/ 
uk/NETframeworkSP1

Microsoft has highlighted how PCs with Windows can be “cool” 
at a global tradeshow for the fashion industry. The message from 
Microsoft is that PCs have gone from being considered by many as 
a drab utilitarian box to the latest fashion accessory. PROJECT Las 
Vegas is a global tradeshow for the fashion industry that attracts 
leading designers, store buyers, stylists and media. 

Users’ ability to personalise their PCs includes the software they 
use. Windows DreamScene™, for example, is a utility that allows 
videos and animations – like waves breaking on a beach – to be used 
as desktop wallpapers. Learn more at: www.projectshow.com/


