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We’re currently in the middle of our launch activity for 
Windows Server 2008, SQL Server® 2008 and Visual Studio® 
2008, and several articles in this issue look at the benefits 
on offer from those new products. The official UK launch 
event in Birmingham on 19 March is just the start, this will 
be followed by a series of TechNet roadshows to give you 
a chance to see and hear about the benefits for yourself. If 
you are unable to attend any of those we are also offering a 
Virtual Launch Experience. This gives you the opportunity 
to view the keynote and 12 breakout sessions, as well visit 

product and partner booths. To find out more go to: www.heroeshappenhere.co.uk 
The new and improved features of the products are certainly impressive, but 

organisations won’t see the benefits of those improvements without the right people 
behind the scenes putting those improvements to use. That’s the thinking behind the 
launch slogan – “Heroes Happen Here”. IT professionals and developers aren’t often 
in the limelight, and you may not think of yourself as a hero, but whether you use 
technology to solve problems, to create great applications or to ensure your systems 
keep running, your company relies on you to get the job done right. 

Of course, you can only do your work if the software you rely on does what you 
need, and if you know how to get the best out of it. To help you with Windows Server 
2008, we’ve an in-depth look at the changes to the kernel by a very popular writer, 
Mark Russinovich and Tim Mintner shares his knowledge of deploying Windows 
Server 2008 with System Center. 

As well as new products it’s equally important to keep on top of existing priorities 
such as security. Twice a year, Microsoft issues its Security Intelligence Report, and 
we’re covering the latest report on page 46. The analysis of how criminals target 
computers makes for fascinating – if sobering – reading. Looking at malware via 
e-mail, it used to be that around 95 per cent of threats were classic e-mail worms. 
During the last year, this fell to just under 50 per cent, with many more phishing 
and fraud e-mails (37 per cent), and greeting card scams appearing at 7 per cent. In 
some ways, this is good news – it means the ‘classic’ e-mail worms are becoming less 
effective because of tighter security measures. Looked at another way, it means you 
have to put a lot more work into teaching your users to be more suspicious. 

Finally, its time for a survey. We like to get your feedback and make sure we are 
delivering the content you want to read. Please complete the survey at:  
www.microsoft.com/uk/magazinesurvey – you could win one of 3 copies of Windows Vista.

Georgina Mitcham, IT Professional Audience Manager
e-mail: gmitcham@microsoft.com   blog: http://blogs.technet.com/curiousgeorge
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Software pirates are be-
coming increasingly so-
phisticated and better 
organised, according to 
Microsoft Corporate 
Vice President Mike 
Sievert, and steps are 
being taken to protect 
Windows Vista® from on-
going and known counterfeiting threats. 

The upcoming Windows Vista Service 
Pack 1 (SP1) will include updates that tar-
get and disable two types of known exploits 
to the Windows Vista activation process. 
Also, as part of SP1, the company is making 
changes to its Windows Genuine Advantage 
(WGA) programme based on feedback from 
customers and partners. 

Research from the Business Software 
Alliance (BSA) estimates that annually, 35 
percent of software in use worldwide is not 
paid for – in some countries it tops 80 per-
cent. SP1 will target two exploits often used 
to generate counterfeit versions of Windows 

Vista. One is known as the 
OEM Bios exploit, which 
involves modifying system 
files and the BIOS of the 
motherboard to mimic a 
type of product activation 
performed on copies of 
Windows that are pre-in-
stalled by OEMs. The other 

exploit is the ‘Grace Timer’ exploit. This re-
sets the ‘grace time’ limit between installa-
tion and activation to something like the year 
2099. Microsoft is also moving away from 
the reduced functionality mode for systems 
identified as not genuine. With Windows 
Vista, if the OS appeared to be counterfeit, 
a number of system features were suspend-
ed. Following SP1, users whose systems are 
identified as counterfeit will get recurring 
notices about the status of their system and 
how to get genuine, but they won’t lose ac-
cess to functionality or features. 

For more information visit:  
www.microsoft.com/genuine/default.aspx

Dynamics CRM 4.0 duo 
The new version of Microsoft 
Dynamics™ CRM is available 
in two versions, one hosted by 
Microsoft, the other for on-site or 
partner-hosted environments. 

Microsoft Dynamics consists of 
financial, customer relationship 
and supply chain management  
solutions. Benefits of the new  
version include an advanced  
multitenant architecture that 
supports multiple customers 

per server; new business intelli-
gence capabilities, including cross- 
entity views and an end-user ad hoc 
reporting wizard; and collaboration 
capabilities with Microsoft Office 
Communications Server 2007, in-
cluding real-time presence indica-
tors within the CRM application.

You can find out more infor-
mation about Dynamics CRM 
4.0 from: www.microsoft.com/ 
dynamics/crm/default.mspx

Microsoft  has bought 
Multimap, the British digital 
map service. Multimap is one 
of the United Kingdom’s top 
100 technology companies and 
will be familiar to many UK 
web users for its free-to-use 

web-based mapping service. 
Microsoft will use Multimap’s 
location and mapping 
technology to complement 
existing offerings such as 
Virtual Earth™, Live Search, 
Windows Live™ services, 

MSN® and the aQuantive 
web advertising service, along 
with future integration with 
other Microsoft products  
and platforms.  

You can find out more at:  
www.multimap.com

Microsoft acquires Multimap

Data Mining and Business 
Intelligence for Enterprises 
Presented by Rafal Lukawieki. 
n  London, 3 April  

For more on all events visit: 
www.microsoft.com/uk/ 
technet/events

Virtual Launch Experience  
Even if you can’t make our 
launch events, you can still 
view the keynote, watch up to 
12 breakouts and visit product 
booths at: www.microsoft.com/
uk/heroeshappenhere/events/
itprof.mspx

Events

Anti-piracy approach evolvesADO.NET beta 3
Beta 3 of the ADO.NET Entity 
Framework is now available. 
The Framework will make it 
easier for developers to build 
data-centric applications and 
services regardless of the 
underlying data source. 

Multiple database 
vendors and third-party 
providers, including Core Lab, 
DataDirect Technologies, 
Firebird Foundation, IBM, 
MySQL, Npgsql, OpenLink 
Software, Phoenix Software 
International, Sybase and 
VistaDB Software have already 
announced support. 

Download ADO.NET Entity 
Framework Beta 3 at: http://
msdn.microsoft.com/data 

A preview of ASP.NET 
3.5 Extensions has also been 
announced for Web developers: 
www.microsoft.com/uk/
aspextensionpreview 
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ChampionIT, Microsoft’s 
competition to recognise the daily 
efforts of IT professionals, has 
celebrated its first winner. 

ChampionIT has the same 
format as DesignIT, with a judging 
panel and public vote. Ultimately 
the Champion of ChampionIT 
will have been recognised by 
both industry insiders and their 

peers. Every six weeks a new IT 
Professional will be awarded the 
title of ChampionIT.

The competition is open 
to everyone who considers 
themselves to be an IT 
Professional. To enter, all you 
have to do is to answer a few 
simple questions. 

The winner receives prizes such 

as copies of Windows Vista and 
Microsoft Office, as well as the 
sought after ChampionIT award. 
The first winner of the competition, 
Darren Ilston from Melbek 
Technology consolidated a number 
of servers using Virtual Server. 

You can make your nomination 
at: www.microsoft.com/uk/
championit

Dynamics CRM 4.0 duo 

For those of you unable 
to attend the UK launch 
of Windows Server 2008, 
Visual Studio 2008 and SQL 
Server 2008 on 19 March 
in Birmingham, Microsoft 
UK is holding a series of 
TechNet roadshows. 

These will focus on 
Windows Server 2008 and 
will be heavy on demos and 
light on PowerPoint. We will 
include a look at managing 
Windows Server 2008, small 
office and branch office, 
and what it means for your 
infrastructure when using 
Windows Server 2008 in 
conjunction with Windows 
Vista. You’ll also get to meet 
the Microsoft Community, 
including user groups and 
Microsoft Most Valued 
Professionals, as well as the 
experts who give you top 
technical information.
The roadshows will be held 
in April and May 2008, 
and planned locations are 
Cardiff, London, Manchester, 
Glasgow and Gateshead. Pre-
register for the roadshows 
at: www.microsoft.com/uk/
heroeshappenhere/events/
itprof.mspx

Search for robotics enthusiasts
Have you ever constructed a robotic monster 
that can actually walk, talk and run? Do you 
wish you could design a robot that would 
tidy the house or fly you to the moon? Is 
your robot so impressive that you’d like to 
tell the whole world about it? If this sounds 
like you, Microsoft invites you to enter its 
national ‘I Love Robots’ competition at: 
www.iloverobots.wotudo.net

The winning entry will win £500 of 
vouchers from a local retailer to help im-
prove their robot. A second competition, 

‘Bionic Blueprint’, offers those 
with grand ideas but no robot 
of their own the chance to 
have their dream robot de-
signed in a virtual world, 
providing a professionally 
constructed blueprint for 
their ultimate robot. The win-
ning entry will also win £250 
in vouchers to a local retailer 
to get started with constructing 
their robot.

Roadshows

Last chance to enter DesignIT

ChampionIT winner

You have just enough time to enter the DesignIT 
competition, which closes on 21 March 2008. Run 
by Microsoft in association with Computing maga-
zine, this competition offers IT Professionals the 
opportunity to demonstrate their expertise and 
creativity by transforming the technical infra-
structure of a charity of their choice by tackling 
one of the problems put forward by our chosen 
four charities.

Working to a budget of £15,000, entrants are 
invited to submit a system design and 400 word 
summary that outlines how the innovative use 
of technology can transform the way a charity 
meets its causes. A panel of judges will shortlist 
ten entries for the public vote. The winning en-
try will be passed to a team of Microsoft techni-
cal specialists who will work with the winner to 
implement the system. The four runners-up will 
each receive £1,000 worth of Microsoft software 
for their charity. Plus, all five finalists will win a 
free ticket to TechEd 2008 in Barcelona.   
To find out more visit:  
www.microsoft.com/uk/designit

New releases 
n  Windows Server 2008 released 

to manufacturing 
Learn more about this 
important milestone for  
the most advanced server 
operating system we have 
developed to date:  
www.microsoft.com/
windowsserver2008/default.mspx  
You can also evaluate the 
Windows Server 2008  
Release Candidate: 
www.microsoft.com/
windowsserver2008/audsel.mspx

n  Windows Vista SP1 release to 
manufacturing 
Windows Vista SP1 will be 
available to the public this 
month, starting with Microsoft 
Volume Licensing customers:  
www.microsoft.com/uk/
windowsvistablog
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