
Feedback

One year on
Survey feedback
Since the last issue, we’ve been gather-
ing your feedback in our online survey. 
We’d like to thank everyone who took 
part – it really helps us work out what 
you’ve liked (or disliked) so far in the 
magazine, so we can make it even bet-
ter for you in the future. 

The results of the survey were fasci-
nating as always. The good news is that 
the vast majority of you really like the 
magazine – 53% of you think it’s excel-
lent and 44% of you think it’s good. 

Your favourite article from the last 
issue was Part 1 of Mark Russinovich’s 
series on ‘Inside the Windows 
Vista kernel’. This was really useful  
feedback, as Mark’s series takes us even 
deeper into the innards of Windows 
Vista. The message we’re getting is, 
the more technical the better, and 
we’ll bear that in mind. ‘Exchange and 
Outlook: Better Together’ was another  
favourite,  getting over 74% of its rating  
as either Good or Excellent. 

The ‘keep it technical’ message also 
came through strongly when we asked 
you what type of article you wanted to 
read. The highest scoring area by far was 
Technical ‘how-to’ articles, with 68% of 
you rating them as very important, and 
another 28% as quite important. 

We’re looking carefully at all the  
results, and your opinions will shape the 
features that we have in future issues, so 
thanks again for taking part. 

Congratulations to the winners of our 
survey competition: John Cvitanovic 
of London; Dave Hicks of Co Durham 
and Stephen Mabbutt of Peterborough, 
who each receive a copy of Windows 
Vista Ultimate.     ■

A major focus for Microsoft over next 
few months will be the beta programme 
for Windows Server 2008, the product 
previously known as Longhorn. Your 
copy of Beta 3 is on the front cover of 
this issue. Windows Server 2008 is very 
much a community product; Microsoft 
has listened to what users of previous 
versions of Windows Server have said 
about the products and what they’d like 
to see in Windows Server 2008, so this is 
your product. 

In recognition of that, Microsoft 
has launched the FACE campaign. 
When you join the beta programme for 
Windows Server 2008, you are given the 
opportunity to submit a profile, includ-
ing a picture of yourself. Every picture 
that is submitted is added to the overall 
‘face of Windows Server’, and the pho-
tographs are morphed together. The 
first face on show when the web site 
was launched was a composite made up 
of all the Windows Server 2008 devel-
opment team from Redmond, but over 
time, all the pictures of the beta testers 

will be added to form a more general 
image. Eventually, we’ll see exactly what 
the ‘typical’ user of Windows Server 
looks like! It should be great fun.  

Joining the FACE campaign isn’t just 
about adding your face to the overall 
mix, though. Obviously, there’s the ad-
vantage you gain from taking part in 
the beta programme – you find out all 
about Windows Server 2008 so you’re 
ready when the final release is available. 
In addition, you can take part in online 
learning modules, view video vignettes 
telling you all about the key Windows 
Server 2008 developers, and take part 
in a range of other community activ-
ities. You’ll also be able to join in the 
online community of other connected 
users, sharing your interests and chal-
lenges through the FACE web site. 

For more about the beta programme  
visit:  www.microsoft.com/technet    ■
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The FACE of Windows 
Server 2008
Try out Windows Server 2008 Beta 3 for 
yourself – it’s on the cover of this issue!
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