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It’s difficult to believe that TechNet Magazine (UK edition) is 
a year old already – the time has flown by. The team has had 
a great time putting the magazine together, and according 
to the results of the reader survey we ran with the last issue, 
you’re having a great time reading it! You can find out more 
about the reader survey on page 7. 

One of the more exciting events taking place at Microsoft 
right now is the beta programme of Windows Server 2008. 

One fun aspect of the programme is that not only can you download the beta, but 
your face is important to us! We have launched a web site where you can download 
the beta, find out more resources and upload a profile of yourself (including a 
photo), and with some clever morphing technology we are going to have the ‘face’ of 
Windows Server 2008, ie the IT professionals who are going to be involved with the 
product. Find out what it’s all about and how to join in on page 7. You can learn more 
about Windows Server 2008 in Thomas Lee’s preview on page 14. 

This issue is as jam-packed as ever. You loved last issue’s article on ‘Inside the 
Windows Vista kernel’ by Mark Russinovich, and you should find part 2 on page 24 
in this issue equally gripping. Another finding from the survey showed how popular 
features on Exchange and e-mail are, and there’s another great feature this month. If 
you’ve ever suffered e-mail withdrawal symptoms when you’re away from your desk, 
your problems are over, as we tell you all about the new mobile messaging features of 
Exchange Server 2007.

SQL Server is the heart of many organisations, and we’ve two excellent technical 
articles showing how to get the best from it. If you want to find out how to keep your 
indexes healthy, or how to partition database tables, read on to find out just how to go 
about it. 

We hope the coming year is just as exciting as the last year has been, and we’ll be 
using your feedback in the survey to make sure we continue to give you the articles 
you want and need. Thanks again, and enjoy the issue. 

Kind regards,

 
Georgina Mitcham,  
IT Professional Audience Manager
gmitcham@microsoft.com
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SQL Server 2005 Service 
Pack 2 has been released 
by Microsoft, with key 
improvements allowing users 
to connect and integrate 
with SQL Server 2005 from 
Windows Vista and the 2007 
Microsoft Office system. 
Data Mining Add-ins for 
the 2007 Microsoft Office 
system enable data mining 
functionality from SQL 
Server Analysis Services to be 
used directly within Excel® 
2007 and Visio® 2007. 

SQL Server Reporting 
Services  compatibility 
with Microsoft Office 
SharePoint® Server 2007 
provides integration with the 
Report Center in SharePoint, 
so that reports can be used 
and managed from within 
SharePoint. The Service Pack 
provides enhanced business 
intelligence capabilities.
http://technet.microsoft.com/ 
en-us/sqlserver

An independent study into the 
energy consumption of Windows 
Vista has shown it can reduce 
carbon footprints. The study 
compared energy usage between 
Windows® XP and Vista and 
showed that the power manage-
ment features in Vista could help massively reduce 
the carbon dioxide generated by an organisation, 
equal to 45 tonnes per year for a business with 

200 desktop PCs. These features 
could reduce energy bills by up 
to £46 per desktop PC per year.  
The study by PC Pro Labs high-
lighted the habit of users leav-
ing their PCs running even when 
not in use. 

The whitepaper can be downloaded from:  
www.microsoft.com/uk/technetmagazine/ 
windows_vista_carbon

Microsoft Management Summits 2007
The focus of this year’s Microsoft Management 
Summits has been how Microsoft is deliver-
ing on its Dynamic Systems Initiative (DSI) 
through investments and partnerships that 
advance the System Center family of manage-
ment solutions. A US summit in San Diego in 
March was followed with UK summits on 1 May 
and 21-22 June. See: www.microsoft.com/uk/ 
technet/postevent/default.mspx

Many of the sessions at the summits fo-
cused on System Center Operations Manager 
2007, which is designed to make it easier for 
customers to extend and integrate IT event 
and performance monitoring to help improve 
service levels across an IT environment. 

At the summits Microsoft also announced 

technology agreements with Cisco and EMC, 
which add network management capabili-
ties to Operations Manager 2007. Microsoft 
will be licensing the EMC Smarts network 
discovery and health monitoring technol-
ogy to be integrated into a future version 
of Operations Manager, and EMC will be 
developing and delivering value-added net-
work management and root-cause analysis 
solutions for Operations Manager. A further 
three-way collaboration was announced be-
tween Microsoft, EMC and Cisco to create a 
set of infrastructure common models.
Owing to the popularity of the earlier events, another 
event will take place on 10 July 2007 in London.
For details visit: www.microsoft.com/uk/events

Windows Vista reduces carbon footprintsSQL Server 2005 
Service Pack 2

Phone surfing
At the O’Reilly Emerging 
Technology Conference, 
Microsoft unveiled a new 
technology designed to 
offer mobile users quick and 
convenient Web browsing. 
‘Deepfish’ provides users with 
a full ‘as-designed’ view of 
virtually any web site on their 
mobile device allowing much 
more of the Web to be viewed 
easily on a mobile device than 
is possible today. 

Deepfish is currently being 
tested by a small number of 
beta users. To see a demo, visit: 
http://labs.live.com/deepfish/
default.aspx.

Congratulations to Said Dajani, the winner 
of this year’s DesignIT competition. His entry 
‘Memories are made of this’, designed for The 
Alzheimer’s Society, will be implemented by a 
team of Microsoft technical specialists.

Congratulations also go to the runners-up in 
the competition: Michael Hudson for his entry 
‘Whale web’, designed for the Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation Society; John Carnell for ‘The fu-
ture of charity web services’, designed for Bullying 
Online; and Robert Cheeseman for ‘CO to zero’ and 
Bill Ayers for his ‘Carbon calculator’, both designed 
for Global Action Plan. 

Each runner-up gets £1,000 worth of Microsoft 
consultancy and £1,000 worth of Microsoft soft-
ware for their charity. 

To find out more about the competiton and the 
winners visit: www.microsoft.com/uk/designit

DesignIT competition update 
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In just three years, 100 million people will 
have the ability to make phone calls from 
Office applications, and the average voice 
over Internet protocol (VoIP) solution for 
business will cost half what it does today, 
predicts Jeff Raikes, president of Microsoft’s 
Business Division. He made the predictions 
during VoiceCon Spring 2007. Microsoft’s 
first two products that include enhanced VoIP 
capabilities, Office Communications Server 
2007 and Office Communicator 2007 client, 
are already available in beta versions. 

Raikes said, “Software is set to transform 
business phone systems as profoundly as it 
has transformed virtually every other form 

of workplace communication. Over time, 
the software-based VoIP technology built 
into Office Communications Server and 
Office Communicator will offer so much 
value and cost savings that it will make 
the standard telephone look like that old 
typewriter gathering dust.” Easy transition 
is one of the features offered by this 
technology. Companies will be able to 
continue to get value from their existing 
PBX systems, networks and desk phones 
by using Office Communications Server 
to add VoIP and unified communications 
capabilities. Visit: www.microsoft.com/uc/
Technologies.mspx

Tech Ed IT Forum
TechEd IT Forum 2007 will be 
held from 12 to 16 November 
in Barcelona and will have more 
sessions than ever before as the 
pre-conference seminar day has 
been replaced with an addition-
al main conference day. 

Register on or before 31 July 
2007 and you will qualify for 
the Super Early Bird Offer, 

which gives you a €300 dis-
count off the full price plus 
bonus value-add benefits in-
cluding a special invitation to 
a private technical session with 
a top speaker, reserved priority 
seating in the opening keynote 
presentation and a limited edi-
tion baseball cap. 

Events
n  Are you in control? How 

to manage and secure your 
infrastructure (Microsoft 
Management Summit UK) 

  Date: 10 July 2007, 9am
 Location: London
  Visit: www.microsoft.com/uk/

technet/training/default.mspx

n  Active Directory Domain 
Services in Windows Server 
2008 (Level 200) 

   To view this and other on 
demand webcasts visit:  
www.microsoft.com/events/
webcasts/ondemand.mspx

  For more on webcasts visit:  
www.microsoft.com/ 
technet/itshowcase/ 
webcasts.mspx#EUUAE

n  Windows Server 2008  
Virtual Labs 

  Test-drive new features  
and functionality in  
Windows Server 2008. New 
labs will continue to be 
updated to the series so check 
back frequently.

  Visit: www.microsoft.com/
technet/traincert/virtuallab/
windowsserver2008.mspx

Virtual Earth, Microsoft’s mapping and 
location service that can be used to show 
3D, aerial or road views, is being used by 
more online businesses to add maps to their 

web sites. House hunters using RightMove’s 
web site (www.rightmove.co.uk) can choose 
to view an interactive map showing the 
location of properties they are interested in. 

The Virtual Earth platform is Microsoft’s 
integrated set of online mapping and search 
services that make use of bird’s-eye, 3D, 
aerial and satellite imagery. The Virtual Earth 
platform powers a variety of consumer, 
enterprise and government applications that 
enable people to learn, discover and explore 
a specific location. Virtual Earth also powers 
Live Search Maps, Microsoft’s online local 
search and mapping web site. See:  
www.microsoft.com/virtualearth

Find a house with Virtual Earth 

100 million VoIP users predicted
William Temple of Sacramento, 
California, will be travelling to space 
as one of the winners of ‘Vanishing 
Point’, the interactive puzzle game from 
Microsoft and AMD which celebrated 
the consumer release of Windows Vista. 
Presenting the prize, Aaron Coldiron, 
lead communications manager for 
Microsoft, noted, “We wanted to show 
people how Windows Vista will take 
computing to new heights – 60 miles 
up, in this case. The chance to give 
someone the ultimate ‘vista’ from space 
is a fantastic reward.” 

Vanishing Point puzzle 
winner to travel into space

To take advantage of this offer visit: www.mseventseurope.com/teched/07/
itforum/Content/Pages/SuperEarlyBird.aspx
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