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Imagine Cup 2009 Information Technology Competition – 

How to Compete! 
 

The following guide provides a step by step tutorial on how to register and 

compete in the 2009 Imagine Cup Information Technology Competition.  

 

Registration: 

The first step you need to do ONCE is to register to compete.  This is 

where you setup your competition user account, provide the 

administrators of the competition your information such as name, school 

you are attending, email address, etc.  To register, do the following: 

 

1) Go to http://www.imaginecup.com  and click on “Register Now” 

 
 

2) At the registration page, enter in the information being requested: 

a) UserName: this is any name or “handle” you will be known by on 

the competition site.  The name must be unique.  Some 

competitors may choose a descriptive name like “bob-ukraine” or 

others might pick a simple name like “bob12345”.  Remember, this 

is a professional competition and you will be known throughout the 

competition by this name, so pick something you wouldn’t be 

embarrassed to be known by 

b) Email Address: enter in an email address that you use regularly.  

You will receive messages from the Imagine Cup competition about 

your competition progress or other administrative communications. 

http://www.imaginecup.com/
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c) Preferred Language: enter in the language you want to 

communicate in for the competition 

d) Country/Region: Enter your country, this is important as you may 

receive additional resources and support based on the country you 

are from 

e) Attending School?:  You must enter Yes and then enter your school 

name.  Only students qualify to participate in the Imagine Cup 

competition 

f) Participant Type: Student, Mentor, or Guest:  This is important as 

different individuals receive different access to the competition.  

Only students can compete in the competition and will receive quiz 

and competition access.  Mentors receive information but cannot 

compete themselves 

g) Referral code:  This is optional, if you have a referral code, enter it 

in here, otherwise skip this question 

h) Password:  enter in a password that’ll be associated with the 

UserName you selected earlier 

i) Verification: enter in the verification code you see on screen, this is 

to confirm that you are entering the competition and not a 

computer “bot” auto-entering names randomly 

j) I’d Like to Receive the Imagine Cup Newsletter: choose yes or no 

k) Imagine Cup Sponsors May Contact Me with Offers Exclusive to 

Imagine Cup Participants: typically choose Yes so you can be 

contacted by a country or regional sponsor for any special support 

or assistance they may be able to provide to you. 

l) If you accept the Terms of Use, Privacy Statement, and Code of 

Conduct, select the “I accept…” box 

m) Click Register 

 

3) After clicking the Register above, you will go to an “Update Profile” 

page where you will select the competition you want to compete in.  For 

the purpose of these instructions, choose “IT Challenge” and then click 

“Update Profile” 
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4) After registering and updating your profile, you will receive an email in 

your inbox of whatever email address you used in 2b) above that will ask 

you to follow a link to confirm your registration.  Make sure to go to your 

email system, follow the link that’ll bring you to page similar to the one 

below.  Click “Continue” to activate your Imagine Cup account and to 

begin to compete! 
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Associating a Microsoft Windows LiveID Account to your 

Imagine Cup Account: 
Once you register with the Imagine Cup and have an Imagine Cup 

account, you need to create or associate an existing Microsoft Windows 

LiveID account to your Imagine Cup account.  This is a necessary step in 

order to be able to access the quizzes when they are given. 

 

To create a Windows LiveID account, do the following: 

1) Go to the Imagine Cup main page: http://www.imaginecup.com 

2) Click on “Sign In” at the top of the page 

 
 

3) Click on the “Sign In” button 

 
4) At the Windows LiveID page, if you already have a LiveID that you 

use, enter in the Windows Live ID and your password and this will 

associate this LiveID with your Imagine Cup competition logon.  If 

you do not have a Windows LiveID, then click the “Sign up” button. 

http://www.imaginecup.com/
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5) If you don’t have a Windows Live ID account and click the “Sign 

Up”, you will be asked several questions.  One question is whether 

you have an email account, which likely you do, so select YES and 

then Continue.  Enter the email address that you normally use and 

a password you want to associate with this new LiveID account.  

After you fill in the questions, click “Continue”.  You’ll be asked to 

confirm typing in your email address as a confirmation that you 

agree to the LiveID terms of use and privacy, click “I Accept”, then 

click “Continue”. 

6) Once you are logged in with your LiveID account, you’ll need to 

“associate” your Imagine Cup ID to this LiveID account.  When 

prompted for the “Link Accounts”, enter in the email address and 

password you used when you created your Imagine Cup account 

back on 2b) on page 1 of these instructions, then click Link 

Accounts. 

 
 

7) After you’ve created the LiveID account, you’ll get another email 

message to your email address used to create the LiveID account 

that’ll request you follow a link to confirm you created this LiveID 



 7 

account.  Open up that email, follow the link, and you’ll go to a 

LiveID Webpage that’ll note “Your e-mail address is confirmed” 

noting that it will activate your LiveID account.  Click “Finish” 

8) Now that you’ve created a LiveID account and an Imagine Cup 

account, when you logon to the Imagine Cup in the future, logon 

with the LiveID account!  The Live ID account is automatically 

associated with your Imagine Cup account, so you’ll have full 

access to the Imagine Cup site, resources, and can take quizzes.  If 

you logon with just the Imagine Cup logon and password (not the 

LiveID logon/password), while you’ll have access to the Forums and 

study materials, you will NOT have access to the quizzes.  This is a 

security measure that ensures a higher level of confidence that an 

individual participating in the competition is associated with a 

credentialed LiveID account session. 
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Preparing for the Competition: 

Once you register, you can now access resources to prepare for the IT 

Competition. The first thing to do is go to the IT Competition page which 

you can get to by clicking Compete / IT Challenge: 

 
 

On the IT Competition page (shown below) you will find a number of 

resources available: 

1) Competition Guidelines:  this provides you rules to the competition, 

important dates, and details for the competition 

2) Helpful Links / Round 1 Tips: this was written by the Captains of 

the competition that help you understand what to expect in Round 

1 of the competition 

3) Practice Quiz: Click on the “click here” on the right side of the page 

that will take you to a practice quiz for the competition.  This will 

show you the type of questions you’ll face in the first round of the 

competition.  (Note: you only need to get 50% of the questions 

correct to pass round one and advance in the competition, so don’t 

worry too much if some of the practice quiz questions are a little 

hard) 

4) Learning Plan:  Microsoft Learning has provided training resources 

for you to study for the competition.  Click on the learning plan and 

follow the instructions to get access to whitepapers, product guides, 

study guides, and hands-on virtual labs. 
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If you have questions, there is a Forum where you can ask questions and 

either peers in the competition or the Captains of the competition will 

answer your questions.  To access the forum, click on Socialize / IT 

Challenge 

 

 
 

Click on “New Post” to post your question to the forum 

 

 

Taking a Round 1 Quiz: 
After you’ve had a chance to register and review some of the preparation 

materials, you need to actually take and pass ONE of the Round 1 quizzes.  

There will be 8 quizzes offered in the months of Oct/2008, Nov/2008, 

Dec/2008, and Jan/2009, effectively 2 in each month.  Each month has a 

different “theme” including Client Systems, Servers, Unified 

Communications, and Systems Management.  You only need to pass any 

one quiz in any one themed category.  If you are better at Client Systems 

(Vista and Office), you may choose to take one of those quizzes.  If you 

are better at Microsoft Exchange and SharePoint, you might choose a quiz 

in the Unified Communications month.  Again, you only need to pass any 
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one quiz, so take as many as you can to improve your chance of passing 

at least one of the quizzes. 
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Pick a day/time you want to take an exam (note that the days/times of 

the exams are listed on the Imagine Cup Information Technology Page) 

Quiz Date Day GMT PDT (-7) EU (+1) China 

(+8) 

#1A 10/10/2008 Fri 3:00 PM 8:00 AM 4:00 PM 11:00 PM 

#1B 10/25/2008 Sat 10:00 PM 3:00 PM 11:00 PM 6:00 AM 

Quiz Date Day GMT PST (-8) EU (+1) China 

(+8) 

#2A 11/6/2008 Thu 8:00 AM 12:00 AM 9:00 AM 4:00 PM 

#2B 11/23/2008 Sun 4:00 PM 8:00 AM 5:00 PM 12:00 AM 

#3A 12/9/2008 Tue 8:00 PM 12:00 PM 9:00 PM 4:00 AM 

#3B 12/20/2008 Sat 8:00 AM 12:00 AM 9:00 AM 4:00 PM 

#4A 1/14/2009 Wed 10:00 PM 2:00 PM 11:00 PM 6:00 AM 

#4B 1/31/2009 Sat 12:00 PM 4:00 AM 1:00 PM 8:00 PM 

 

Take note of the day/time of the quizzes.  They are only offered on the 

days/times noted, which is the same 1 hour window worldwide, thus the 

timezones note the correct times in timezones across the country.  Log 

into the Imagine Cup site and go to the Compete / Information 

Technology Page about 15-30 minutes before the competition time. 
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About 15-30 minutes before the scheduled quiz date and time, you will be 

able to enter the quiz screen.  You may need to “refresh” your browser to 

see a button appear on the screen to take the quiz.  Things to make sure 

on the day/time of the quiz: 

1) make sure you have the right day and time for your timezone 

2) make sure you are logged in 

3) make sure you are on the Information Technology page 

 

 
 

Questions will be similar to the ones that are posted in the Practice Quiz 

noted earlier in this guide.  The quizzes are multiple choice.  You can 

“start” the quiz any time within that 1-hour window, the quiz will start on 

time and end on time, so if you come in 40 minutes late, you’ll only have 

20 minutes to finish the quiz.  No points will be deducted if you get a 

question wrong, so guess on the answers.  A score of 15 out of 30 

advances you automatically to the 2nd round.  Each monthly quiz is 

offered twice, so if you don’t pass the first quiz, you can come back and 

take the 2nd quiz in that month. 

 

Those who pass any of the round 1 quizzes advance to Round 2 that 

starts in February.  More details will be provided at that point for round 2.  

Those who pass a quiz in each of the 4 months (so effectively passing a 
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quiz in all 4 of the disciplines) will receive a special certificate or 

recognition of the accomplishment. 

 

For questions, please post your questions on the Socialize / IT Challenge 

forum. 

 


