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   The expressions “there is”, “there are”  
                                                                                                     Le espressioni “c’è”, “ci sono”  
    
 
              
 
 
 
 
                                                      

There is one last point in this unit: "there" as the 
subject of sentences in the expressions "there 
is" and "there are". 

C’è un ultimo punto in questa unità: “there” 
come soggetto delle frasi nelle espressioni 
“there is” (c’è) e “there are” (ci sono). 

I don't think you'll find it difficult to use these 
expressions: you can say "There's a good 
restaurant in this town";  
"There are excellent museums in London". 

Non si troverà  difficile l’uso di queste 
espressioni. Si può dire "There's a good 
restaurant in this town"(c’è un buon 
ristorante in questa città);  
"There are excellent museums in London" 
(ci sono dei musei eccezionali a Londra). 

In questions, use: "Is there...?", "Are 
there...?":  
"Is there a restaurant in this town?"  
"Are there museums in Rome?" 

Nelle domande si usa: "Is there...?" (c’è...?), 
"Are there...?" (ci sono...?):  
"Is there a restaurant in this town?" (c’è un 
ristorante in questa città?  
"Are there museums in Rome?" (ci sono dei 
musei a Roma?) 

In negative sentences, add "not" after "is" or 
"are": "There is not", or the contracted form 
"there isn't"; "There are not", or the contracted 
form "there aren't". 

Nelle frasi negative, si aggiunge "not" (no) 
dopo "is" (è) o "are" (sono): "There is not" 
(non c’è), oppure la forma contratta "there 
isn't"; "There are not" (non ci sono), oppure 
la forma contratta "there aren't". 

The negative short answers to questions with 
"is there" and "are there" use these contracted 
forms:  
"Is there a restaurant in this town? No, there isn't"  
"Are there museums in this town? No, there 
aren't" 

Le brevi risposte negative alle domande con 
"is there" e "are there", impiegano queste 
forme contratte: 
"Is there a restaurant in this town? No, there 
isn't"  
(c’è un ristorante in questa città? No) 
"Are there museums in this town? No, there 
aren't" 
(ci sono dei musei in questa città? No) 

Remember that in affirmative short answers, 
you cannot use contracted forms:                         
Is there a restaurant in this town? Yes, there is.      
Are there museums in Milan? Yes, there are. 

Ricorda che nelle risposte brevi affermative, 
non si possono usare le forme contratte: 
Is there a restaurant in this town? Yes, there is. 
(c’è un ristorante in questa città? Si.)                  
Are there museums in Milan? Yes, there are.(ci 
sono dei musei a Milano? Si.) 
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